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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLLisw A, WRIGHT,
of Augusta, Georgia, have invented a new and
usefal Improvement in the Construction of
Bale-Ties, of which the following is a specifi-
cation :

The nature of this invention congists in the
simplieity and cheapness of jts construction
and the facility and convenience of its appli-
cation, adapting it to the class of operatives
into whose hand it is put for use. It is con-
structed of wrought band-iron of proper thick-
ness, out of which it is readily and rapidly
punched, finished at one operation, ready for
the market. .

This bale-tie consists of two parts, shown in
the accompanying drawing, and lettered A
and B.

Figare 1 shows the two parts separate. Fig.
2 shows the parts A B locked together. Fig.
3 is a section through the locked parts.

The part A is a plain rectangular plate, hav.
ing two parallel oblong holes, « &', punched
through it near the sides. The part B is a
similar plate, with one oblong hole, b, therein,
near one side, and on the opposite side a pro-
jecting tongue, b, of a width ‘proper to pass
through the hole o in piece A. This tongue
has a bend at its junction with the edge of
the plate B, and another bend, so as to bring
the projecting end parallel with the plate B,
but set off from it with a curved shoulder, to
facilitate its going into place.

To lock the parts A and B together, the
tongue is passed through the hole o/ in part
A, and the parts are brought parallel. The

two ends of the iron strap to be fastened by

this bale-tie are passed through the holes ¢ b
in the parts A B, and are doubled back in the
usual way,

The advantages of this construction of bale-
tie are twofold—the great cheapness and sim-
plicity in forming the parts by striking them
out of band-iron at a single operation with a
punch and die; and, most important, the two
parts are relatively reversible, locking to-
gether, with equal facility, whichever side of
the tongue &’ echances to be up. These ties
are placed in the hands of unskilled opera-
tives, and if they must be placed upon the
strap in a peculiar way they are likely to be
put on wrong as right, which would render
them inoperative, as is the case with all the
bale-ties most nearly approximating this form.
With this tie the tongue i’ locks as well
when inserted up through the hole af as it
does when entered down through it in re-
versed order, the two sides of part A being
exactly alike, so that whichever side of eithop
piece chances to be up it is equally efficient.

Having thus fully described my improved
reversible bale-tie, I claim—

The combination of the plain flat double-
slotted piece A and a locking-piece, B, hay-
ing on one edge a curved tongue, ¥/, as de-
seribed, forming a reversible locking,bale-tie,
counstructed and combined specifically as here-

in described.
. WILLIAM A. WRIGHT.
Witnesses:
ANDREW HERo,
C. H. STOCKER.



