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To all whom it may concern:

Be it kpown that I, GEORGE DUFFEY, of
De Kalb, in the county of De Kalb and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and valuable
Improvement in Wire-Fence Tighteners; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exaet description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making
a part of this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a central vertical section of my wire-fence
tightener, and Fig. 2 is a front elevation
thereof.

This invention relates to devices for tight-
ening the wires of wire fences; and it consists
in the combination, with a cable of wire fence
of a windlass, ratchet-wheel, and a retaining-
pawl attached to a bracket, to be applied to
a post of the fence, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth. .

Intheaccompanying drawings, A designates
one of the wooden posts of a wire-fence, and
B designates one of the wires or cables thereof,
C designates a detachable casing or bracket,
having an attaching-plate, C%, and two side
pieces, C?. Said attaching-plate is provided
with points ¢ ¢, which are forced into said post
A, s0 as to fasten casing or bracket C thereto.
The end of wire B passes through hole «, in
post A, and opening ¢’ in plate C!, and is at-
tached to a small horizontal windlass, D, jour-

naled in side pieces C?. Said windlass has a

shank, d, which extends through said casing,

and which has a crank-arm, E, attached to

one of its ends, whereby said windlass is op-

erated. Said windlassis also provided near

its other end, but within said casing C, with

a ratchet-wheel, ¥, which is engaged by a de--
taining-pawl, G, hung to the upper part of

said casing or ratchet. Said pawl and ratchet

allow said windlass to be turned, so as to

strain said wire B, and draw it taut and hori-.
zontal, but will prevent said windlass from

turning in the opposite direction, and thereby

loosening said wire B. The strain of said

wire aids in keeping said casing and windlass

secured .to said post.

These wire-tighteners are easily and cheaply
made, readily detachable, and portable with-
out difficulty.

What I elaim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— :

The improved wire-tightening device, con-
sisting of the case O, having spurs ¢ for at-
tachment to the post, the windlass and the
ratchet-wheel and pawl, all constructed and
combined substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subsecribed my name in the presence

of two witnesses.
GEORGE DUFFEY.
Witnesses:
GEORGE H. GENDER,
IrA V. RANDALL,




