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To all whom it may concern: )

Be it known that I, SiMON H. LESSER, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Ventilating-
Bung, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resents a top view, and Fig. 2 a vertical lon-
gitudinal section, of my improved ventilating-
bung on line x z, Fig: 1.

_ Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. :
This invention is intended to furnish an im-

proved buug for the water-casks for sea-going

vessels, for beer-kegs, and other purposes, by
which a hermetical sealing of the bung - hole
is obtained, and air admitted for giving vent
at ‘any moment without opening the bung-

hole. o

- The invention consists of 'a hinged and

spring-acted bung- that is fitted tightly into. a

seat of the cask and locked by a spring cateh

or bolt, the bung being provided with a venti-
lating device for admitting or shutting off the
air. ‘
.In the drawing, A represents a metallic
plate, with annular extension fitted into the

bung-hole and forming a seat for the bung B,

which is hinged at one side to the plate A,

and locked at the other into closed position

by a sunitable spring catch or bolt, G. A band
or other spring applied to the bung at or near
the hinge, produces the closing of the same
and prevents thereby the accidental remain-
ing open of the bung. The neglect of closing

the bung forms a frequent source of the spoil- |-

ing of the water in vessels, as the men, after
having pumped water from the cask, allow
the bung to remain open, 8o that the sea-wa-
ter, when the waves are dashing over the bow,
enter the casks and spoil the water. The
bung closes hermetically to its seat by means
of a suitable rubber packing or gasket, so
that no air or water can enter or leave the

-bung-holes. The bung B is provided with a
central ventilating device, C, which is made
of a revolving top plate with holes a register-
ing with holes b of a fixed plate below to ad-
mit air. A rubber or other packing-plate is
interposed between the fixed and revolving
plate, so as to-produce the tight closing of
of the ventilator.when the top plate is closed.

The ventilator is opened or closed by a han-

| dle, d, of the top plate; and provided with a

perforated guard - plate, ¢, below the fixed
plate, to prevent the entrance of any impuri-
ties through the holes of the ventilator. The
ventilator furnishes the advantage that air
may be admitted to the water or other casks
without opening the bung and exposing there-
by the contents to the danger of being spoiled.
In rough weather the ventilator is closed so
that no sea-water may enter. )

When water is to be pumped, the bung is
opened, the pump inserted, and the bung
closed automatically by its spring and spring-
cateh after the pump is withdrawn, so that a
useful and reliable ventilating-bung for water-
casks of vessels and other purposes is pro-
vided. ' .

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new, as far as completed—

1. The combination .of a plate, A, fitted to
‘and around the bung-hole of a cask or other
receptacle, and forming a seat for the bung,
with a hermetieally-closing hinged and spring-
locked bung, having a ventilating device, sub-
stantially in the manner . described, and for
the purpose specified.

2. The combination, with a bung, B, of a
ventilator, D, made of a revolving top plate
having holes a, fixed plate having holes b,
and perforated guard-plate e, substantially as
specified.
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