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To all whom it may concern: ‘ :

Be it known that I, JACOB. FELBEL, of New
York city,in the county of New York'and State
of New York, have invented a new and useful
Device for Tapping and Drawing Liquids
from Barrels, &c.; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a-full and exact deserip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, making part of this
specification. ‘

Previous to my invention the difficulties in
the use of the common beer-faucet adapted to
be driven into the head of the keg, and the
objectionable inconveniences of the usual prac-
tice of simply forcing in the bung by the driv-
ing in of the open end of the faucet, have led
to the devisement of numerous devices de-
signed to effect the closing of the bung-hole
by an automatie valve contrivance adapted to
have its valve opened by the introduction into
the outer end of said contrivance of the fancet

end; but in all the means so far devised, to

my knowledge, there has been either such com-
plexity of construction as. to practically de-
stroy the usefulness of the contrivanee, or it
has been rendered inadaptable to the designed
purposes by reason of the necessary presence
of some sort of rubber packing, the contact of
the beer with which is not desirable.

My invention has forits object to provide a
very simple and efficient contrivance for the
purposes mentioned, and one which, while it
shall possess the capacity to effect the tapping
of the beer without leakage and waste, shall
hot embrace any rubber or other packing in its
structure.

To these ends and objects my invention con-
" sists in the.combination, with an automati-
cally-closing bung- hole stopper, having its
outer tubular portion made tapering and pro-
vided with an internal screw-thread, of a tap
*or faucet having the portion intended for in.
" sertion into the tubular stopper device made
correspondingly tapering and provided with a

screw-thread, so that when the faucet is in-
serted in the stopper device it may be screwed
.home toa perfect bearing of the tapering parts,
all as will be hereinafter more fully explained.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my improved contrivance, I will pro-
- ceed to more fully describe its construction

and operation, referring by letters to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—-

- Figures 1 and 2 are two sectional elevations
of the contrivance.applied to the head of an

-ordinary lager-beer keg, and showin g the parts,

respectively, first, as they would appear during
theinitial insertion of the faucet; and, second,
a8 they would appear after the complete ad-
Justment of the faucet to tap the keg or draw
the beer, at pleasure.

In the several figures, A represents the head

of a beer-keg ; B, the metallic bung-hole stop- -

per; and C, the faucet or tap. The stopper B
is composed, as seen, of a tapering portion, d,

| inserted in the head A of the keg, and therein

secured by a flange,’s, and snitable screws, or
in some other desirable manner, and a valve-
chamber, £, and seat g. .

Within the chamber f, which is open at the
inner ends or sides, or both, to permit a free
ingress of the beer, is arranged, to operate in
a well-known manner, a valve, h, provided
with a suitable guiding-stem, 4, and closing-
spring j, which valve closes against the seat
g, formed on the interior of the tubular stop-
per device. At the inner extremity of the
tapering. portion d the tube is continued to-
ward the valve-seat in a perfectly-straight

form, and is provided. here with an internal =

thread, o, as clearly seen. e

‘The tapering portion p of the faucet O ends,
as shown, in a straight part, S, on which
is eut an external tiread, adapted to engage
with the thread o of the stopper device.

The operation of the devices adapted to
work together will be understood to be as fol-
lows: When it is desired to tap the keg, pro-
vided, as shown, with the automatic valve-
stopper device, the fancet C is inserted until
its screw-thread S just engages with or enters
the female screw o. Then, by further screw-
ing in the faucet, the valve h will be forced
inward into its chamber and off of its seat g, 80
a8 to open a free passage between the interior
of the keg and the interior of the tap or faucet.

"As the serewing iu of the faucet is continued
as-far as possible, the tapering portion p is
brought and held to a perfect taper bearing
on the internal tapering portion d of the tubu-
lar stopper device, and thus a perfectly-tight
union between the parts is effected.
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‘Of course, the parts should be so.made and
fitted up that the mouth or bib of the faucet
will stand in the right position when the lat-
ter is turned clear in or screwed home to 2
perfect bearing of the tapering surfaces of the
parts of the contrivance, and any slight inac-
curacy in the position of the mouth of the faucet,
either from imperfection in thefit of the parts or
from slight wear after continued use, may be
compensated for by slightly moving round the
keg itself. ] ,

In lieu of having the straight and threaded
portions of the faucet and stopper device lo-
cated as shown, the screw-threads may be:lo-
cated at the extreme outer portion or end of
the tube B or otherwise, the arrangement not
being material go long as the two devices are
provided with straight threaded portions
which will operate to draw home together and
to a perfectly-tight bearing the tapering sur-
faces that match. _
- By this combination of devices, it will be

_seen, & union of the parts is effected by-the

engagement of the threads of the faucet and
stopper device before the valve begins to
leave its seat, and then the union is perfected
by bringing the tapering surfaces close to-
gether as the walve is further opened ; and
thus not only is any squirting out of the beer
during the initial insertion of the faucet pre-
vented, but a perfectly and enduringly tight

union made without the presence of any sort
of packing material or substances.

The whole contrivance, it will be seen, is
exceedingly simple and economic of manufac-
ture and application to the kegs, and is not
liable to any derangement during use and the
rough handling to which the kegsare subjected
during transportation, refilling, &e.

In the use of beer-kegs having my invention
applied, the revenue-stamp may, as usual, be
pasted over the mouth of the hole into which

the faucet or some device must be inserted,

fracturing the stamp in order to draw any of
the beer.

What I claim as new in the contrivance
shown and described, and desire to -secure by
Letters Patent, is— :

The combination, with a tubular stopper de-
vice provided with an automatically-closing
valve and formed with a taper bearing and
screw-thread, of a.faucet or tap formed with a
correspondingly-tapering portion and counter-
thread, the whole adapted to operate as and
for the purposes specified.

In testimony whereof I haveé hereunto set
my hand and seal this 18th day of May, 1877.

JACOB FELBEL. [L.s|]
In presence of—

WiLLiAM P. MULY,
J. N. MOINTIRE.



