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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, GHARLES R. Rur-
LEDGE and JoEN W. RUTLEDGE, of Shaunon-
dale, county of Montgomery, and State of In-
diana, have invented a new and Improved
Hog-Trap, of which the followmg is a specifi-
cation :

Figure 1 is a top view of our improved hog-
trap, part being broken away to show the con-
struction. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal sec-

tion of the same, taken through the line z &,

Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a front view of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The object of this invention is to furnish
an improved trap for catching hogs and hold-
ing them while being ringed, and which shall
be simple in construction and convenient and
effective in use, holding the hog securely while
being operated upon.

The invention consists in the slotted head-
block, the pivoted bottom board, the cords,
the lever, and the hook, in combination with
each other and with the box and in the lever,
having its forward part bent into U shape,
and provided with a cord, in combination with
the slotted head-block, as hereinafter fully de-
seribed.

In the drawing, A is a box, which is made
" somewhat longer than a hog, and of such a
size that a hog can readily walk into its open
rearend. The bottom B of the box is sepa-

rate, and has a groove formed aeross the

lower side of its forward end, to receive the
V-shaped upper side of the base cross-bar at
the forward end of the box A.

To the lower side of the forward end of the
board B is attached a stop-block, b, to keep
the said board from sliding forward when its
rear end israised. The board B is made longer
than the box A, and to the lower side of its
projecting rear end is attached a cross- bar, 07,
the ends of which project, and to them are at-
tached the lower ends of two cords, C. The
upper euds of the cords C are attached to the
ends of a cross-bar, d, attached to the rear
end of the lever D,

The lever-D isattached in a slightly-inclined
position to the cross-bar d?, the ends of which
are pivoted to the upper ends of two stand-
ards, E, attached to the sides of the box A so

that the rear end of the bottom board B may
be raised by drawing the forward end of the
said lever D downward, and is held up by
passing the forward end of the lever D be-
neath the hook F, attached to the side of the
front post of the box A.

The front posts of the box A are extended
upward, and are. grooved upon their inner
sides to serve as ways for.the head-block G
to slide up and down upon. The head-block
G is slotted from its lower side, which slot is
flared to the rearward, to adapt it to receive -
and fit upon the hog’s head with his pose pro-
jeeting in front of said block G.

To the forward side of the head-block G is
pivoted a lever, H, the forward part of which"
is bent into U shape, and has a.cord, ¥/, ex-
tended across its bend. : The lever H is de-
signed to hold the hog’snose in the upper part
of the slot in the head-block &, the cord # ad-
justing itself to the size of the nose, and pre-
venting the said nose from being bruised.

In using the trap the hogis driven into the
box A, and the lever D is operated to raise
the rear end of the bottom board B. The up-
ward movement of the rear end of the board
B caures the hog to slide forward, bringing
his nose into the slot of the head-block G,
where it is held by the lever H #' until the
ring has been applied. The lever H 4/ is then
turned into a vertical position, and the head-
block G is raised by the handle g/, allowing
the hog to pass out.

Having thus fully described our invention,
we claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

1. The slotted head-block G, the pivoted
bottom board B, the cords O, the lever D,
and the hook F in combination with e(tch
other and with the box A, substantially as’
herein shown and described.

2. The lever- H, having its forw(wrd part
bent into U shape, and provided with a cord,
I, in combinatiou with the slotted hea,d
block G, substantially as herein shown and
descrlbed

CHARLES R. RUTLEDGE.
JOHN W. RUTLEDGE.
Witnesses : '
IsrAEL CURRY,
DAvID LANE.




