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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM McCLAVE, OF PITTSTON, PENNSYLVANTA.

IMPROVEMENT IN .CANS FOR FLUIDS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 198,026, dated July 10, 1877 ; application filed
May 31, 1877. T

To all whom it may concern:
] Be it known that I, WILLiaM McCLAVE, of
Pittston, in the county of Luzerne and State
of Pennsylvania, have inveited an Improve-
ment-in Cans for Oil and other Liquids; and
I do hereby declare that the followin g is afall,
clear, and exact deseription. of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
. ing, forming a part of this specifieation.
The principal object of my invention is to
- supply a canforstoring and transporting kero-
sene-oil, and to be used asa companion can with
another can of novel construetion for filling
lamps, (which latter may form the subject of
another -application for Tetters Patent,) in
such -manner as to afford increased conven-
ience and economy in the use of such cans;

but my improved can is applicable*to use for |

holding, transporting, and pouring many other
liquids, particularly milk, or any liguid eom-
monly earried ‘about in cities and distribated
or sold to customers from house to -house.

Although'my improved can is, in part, par-
ticularly designed for use with'a companion
can of novel eonstruction, as aforesaid, it may
advantageously be used with any can of ordi-
nary construction employed for filling lamps,
or-construeted and used as a measure for lig-
uids of any kind whatever.

The inyention partly consists in the combi-
nation, with a can, of a tubular handle ex-
tending across, over, and above the top plate
of the can, attached to said top plate, and
having a spout or nozzle formed in it for the
discharge of the contents of the can,as here-
inafter described.

The.invention also cousists in a novel con.
struction, insertion, and attachment of the
bottom of the can to the inclosing and down-
wardly - projecting side wall of the can, by
which a more secure joint, more accessible for
repair, is secured.

Figure 1 in the accompanying drawing is
a-vertical central section through the can and
its handle, which also forms the spout or noz-
zle thereof. TFig. 2 is a side view of the can
held in relation with another can or vessel,
as in pouring liquid from the handle or. spout
of the same, a portion of the same being broken
away to show the operation of the parts, and

the handle being shownin central longitudinal
section. - '

A represents the body of the can, and B the
handle, which extends horizontally over,above,
and across the top plate of the can, and in
which'is formeil the spout or nozzle b,

The body A of the can is constructed aec-
cording to any ordinary method, except in the

‘attachwent of the bottowm, as hereinafter set

forth.” The handle B is tubular, 1t1s made
of any suitable metal, or, preferably, of gas-
pipe; but I do not limit myself to any par-
ticular material -or method: of attaehing said
handle to said ean, except that near the end b,
which forms the discharge-nozzle, I connect
the interior of the tubular handle with the iu-
terior of the can by a tube, ¢. ;

*‘Wheun the valve hereinafter described is not
employed, only so much of said handle may
be tubular as is necessary to allow the con-
neetion of the interior of the ean with the in-
terior of said handle.through the tube ¢; but
I prefer to use the said valve in all cases, as it
adds greatly to the efficiency and convenience
of the ean.

Said valve is shown at d in.the drawing,

being closed in-Fig. 1 and opened in Fig. 2.
I prefer to make the face of said valve con- -

ical and the valve-seat to eorrespond there-

with; but I do not coufine myself to any pre-
cise material or form of valve, different forms
and materials being probably advantageous .
for different liquids. :

When the valve is employed, the handle B
is preferably tubular throughout its entire ex-
tent, and the said valve has a stem, £, passing
out through a screw-cap, g, fitted to that end

'of the handle opposite the nozzle D, said cap

being tightly fitted to or packed in its Jjuue-
tion with said handle and around said valve-
stem. Said valve-stem has attached to it a
sliding disk, &, fitted to the interior of the
tubular handle, and a thumb-piece, 4, attached
to its end opposite the valve d.

By means of the valve-stem f and its thumb-
piece, the valve may be opened when desired,
a- spring, %, placed between the disk % .and
the screw-cap g, acting to close and . keep
closed said valve when not so opened.

The short tube ¢ forms one attachment of
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the handle to the top of the can. The oppo-
site end of said handle may be attached by a
bracket, m.

The can is filled through a tubular mouth,
n, provided with a -cork or other suitable
stopper, and, when pouring from the can, I
prefer to vent it through the same opening by
- removing the stopper, but may, if desired,
vent the can throngh an openingin the screw-
cap g, and a tube provided for the purpose,
and connecting the interior of the handle with
the interior of the can, the vent-opening in
said cap being provided with a suitable valve
or stopper, either automatic in its action or
otherwise; or I may provide a special vent-
opening and stopper in the fop of the can,
which may be advantageous for some pur-
poses. -

The end of the handle forming the nozzle
b, when a companion can for filling lamps is
used, is fitted to the interior of the tubular
mouth of such companion can; and it has
formed on it a shoulder, p, which, in use, rests
upon the month of the companion can, as

ghown in Fig. 2; but for many purposes the-

said shoulder may be dispensed with. Said
shoulder, resting upon said mouth, steadies
and assists in supporting the can A and its
contents while filling the companion can.

The operation is as follows: The can A be-
ing placed as shown in Fig. 2, and vented, as
hereinbefore described, the bottom of the can
is supported by one hand, while the other
opens the valve d. As soon as the required
quantity of liquid has run out, the valve is
released, and the spring % shuts the valve in-
stantly, thus preventing any loss of liquid by
overflow.

1t will, moreover, be seen that no funnel is
needed, as with ordinary cans, in filling a nar-
row-mouthed. vessel.
~ Ordinarily, the bottoms of cans for holding
.and transporting oils, milk, and other liquids,
holding from three to five gallons and up-
ward, are attached to the cylindrical bodies
of the cans by a soldered double-seam joint,
which joiut is subsequently covered by a hoop
wired at the bottom to strengthen it, and sol-
dered to the outside of the lower part of the
can in such a manner as to form a downwardly-

projecting rim, upon which the can stands,
and which protects the bottom of the can
from indentation or other injury, while form-
ing a convenient means for grasping the can
in emptying the same. Such downward-pro-
jecting rim is sometimes technically called the
“ petticoat.” L

By my improved method of attaching the
bottom T obviate the necessity of a separate
hoop to form the petticoat, and also obviate
the necessity of one soldered joint, leaving the
soldered joint which I use easily accessible
for repair, should it ever leak. This secures
a great advantage over the old method, which
requires the unsoldering and removal of the
hoop before the bottom joint can be reached
for repairing the same. :

I form in the lower part of the can an in-
wardly-projecting bead, 7, and make the bot-
tom B with a narrow turned-up inwardly-in-
clined rim,s. Said bottom E is put within
the inclosing part, and pushed up snugly
against the lowest inclined part of said bead
r. I then form a bead, ', just below and in
contact with the bottom K. Said bottom thus
rests in a groove, so to speak, included "be- .
tween the beads » and 7. Solder is then
sweated into the groove thus formed, uniting .
the entire outer surface of the rim s to the in-
closing-wall of the can, making a very strong,
yet always accessible, joint, and leaving the
downwardly-projecting petticoat F.

I claim— ‘ _

1. The combination, with the ean, of tubu-
lar handle B, extending over, ahove, and
across, and attached to, the top of the can,
and having formed in it a spout or nozzle for
the discharge of the contents of the can, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

9. The ecombination, with the inclosing side
wall of the can, having the inwardly-project-
ing beads » and 7/, of the bottom B, having
tormed on it the upturned inwardly-inclined
rim s, said bottom being placed and soldered
in the groove between said beads, substantially
as and for the purpose specified. :

‘WM. McCLAVE. -

Witnesses: . .
SAMUEL PRICE,

RoBERT MCMILLAN.



