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' To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. SMITH, of

Niagara Falls, in the county of Niagara and

the State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in’ Bank - Checks,
Drafts, Bonds, Bills of Exchange, or othernego-
tiable paper, which improvement is fully set
forth in the following specification, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings.
The object of my invention is to facilitate
the detection of fraud in negotiable paper;
and consists in the employment of a private
scale by bankers which shall indicate by num-
bers, letters, or characters, a number, letter,

" or character to be made to appear, previously

prepared by the employment of a fluid that

remains invisible until subjected to an ele.
ment that will make it appear on such nego-

tiable paper made by a customer and not visi-
ble otherwise, such number, letter, or charae-
ter to be written, stamped, or printed on such

‘negotiable paper with an invisible flnid, or a

fluid that, when dry, is invisible, ahd which,
when subjected to heat or certain fluids, will
become visible and remain so.

For illustration, the English alphabet hav-
ing twenty-six letters, a card containing all
these letters and twenty-six numbers is placed

. 1u the hands of a banker by a customer, who

also holds a similar card. A private under-
standing between the banker and customer

- enables the banker to know what number,

letter, or character on the card his customer
will employ to indicate a point, number, let-
ter, or character on a check, draft, &ec., by
which he may know the point where a charae.
ter will appear, first prepared on the check,
draft, &c., with a fluid that will remain invisi.
ble until subjected to the action of the proper
element to make it visible, which element the
banker shall be informed of, that he may know

what to employ for that purpose.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a card or scale for illustrating the means of
the employment of my invention for the de-

. tection of fraud. Fig. 2 illustrates a bank-

check or other negotiable Dbaper-that may be
employed in making my invention available
for the detection of fraud.

The numbers and letters both being on the
card, and only the numbers being on the
check, the check having a designated point
upon which a letter is always to be found,
made with ordinary ink, and the amount writ.
ten with a fluid that will remain invisible un-
til raised or made to appear as understood, if
genuine, this letter to indicate what number,
letter, or character on the check indicates the
point where a private number, letter, or char-
acter will become visible by the application
of the element understood for producing its
appearance,. _ :

- For example, the character 8 at the lower
left-hand corner of a check will have written
against it 100 with invisible fluid, (the true
amount of the check,) which, when subjected
to a certain element, will become visible and
remain so, and be one means of detecting
fraud; and the letter A of the card indicat.
ing 1 as the number on the check, just under
which the initial of the maker, (orany other -
character or characters he may choose,) made
with invisible fluid, will appear by the appli-
cation of the element understood for produc-
ing its appearance, is another way of detect-
ing fraud. '

The numbers, letters, or characters may be
chosen at any time. The ecard always indi-
cates the character chosen by a private mark
or otherwise, so as to enable the banker to
always select the true character on the check
for applying the element designed to be em-
ployed for the detection of fraud, as follows:
Suppose the letter H appears on the check
(written with ordinary ink) in the small
square at the bottom, the figure 8 on the card
would indicate the figure 8 on the check as
the point under which a character should ap-
pear, first prepared by means of a:ilnid that
remains invisible until subjected to the action
of a proper element for produeing its appear-
ance, this element having been used for that
purpose,

From the above description it will be obvi-
ous that where a banker employs this means
of protection, such a thing as raising the
amount of a check of other negotiable paper,
or of forging any negotiable paper, will be
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gure of detection at his counter, and frequent-
1y save large amounts. _ :

1 do not confine myself to the exact form of
check, draft, or card here shown and de-
seribed, but may employ any form that will
come under this description.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new is— o

1. The method of preventing the alteration
of bank-checks, drafts, and other monetary
papers by means of a scale composed of num-

bers or characters, or both, printed or other- |.

wise placed on the check, in connection with
the amount or valne of the same, or otherwise

written upon it in invisible ink, and from
—which scale a number

k4

selected at will indi-

cates to the holder the true value or genuine’
ness of said check, substantially in the man’
ner and for the purpose hereinbefore described
and set forth.

9. The combination, with a bank - check,
draft, or other monetary paper provided with
a scale of numbers or characters, or both, as
above described and-claimed, of an independ-
ent eard upon which is printed a correspond-
ing scale, substantially as and for the purpose
specified.

' WILLIAM A. SMITH.
" 'Witnesses:

JAMES SANGSTER,
T. P. STIKER.



