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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES LANGLEY
BELL, of Saluda, in the county of Middlesex
and State of Virginia, bave invented an Im-
proved Device for Preventing the Unauthor-
ized Removal of Corks and Stoppers from Bot-
tles, Jars, &e., of which the following is a
specification ; and I do hereby declare that in
the same is contained.a tull, clear, and exact
description of my said invention, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to a device to be
placed over a cork or stopper of a bottle, jar,
or similar vessel, and locked arouund the neck
of the same to prevent the withdrawal of the
said cork or stopper by unauthorized persons.

In the' description of the invention which
follows reference is made to the accompany-
ing drawing, forming a part hereof, and in
which—

Figure I is an exterior view of a bottle-neck
havmg the improved device attached thereto,
the said device being shown in section. Fig.
IT is a side view of the device on an enlarged
scale, the same being shown open or extended
Fig. 111 is a plan of Fig, II.

Similar letters of reference indicate sxmxlar
parts of the invention in all the figures.

A A are semi-cylindrical shells hinged to-
gether, as shown, and provided at their lower
edges with semicircular projections a, which

projections, when the device is closed upon |-

the neck of a bottle, fit around the same below
the enlarged end thereof. The upper ends of

| the semi-cylindrical shells A are furnished

with semicireular heads b, to which the two
parts or sections of the lock B are secured.
This lock may be of any description fitted for
the purpose, and, in order to cause the device
to. open or extend upon being unlocked, one
part of the said lock has a spring-bolt, ¢, pro-
Jjecting therefrom, which is forced mward by
the other section of the same when the device
is closed.

A circular plate, O, fastened to one part of
the lock, and below the same, serves to pre-
vent any portion of the cork or stopper pass-
ing between the two parts of the lock in clos-
ing the device upon the bottle-neck.

This device is simple, in construction, and
cheaply made, and it is found to fully answer
the purpose for which it is intended.

Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim as new, and wish to secure by Let.
ters Patent of the United States, is—

The combination, with the hinged semicir-
cular shells A A, of the eircular plate C, semi-
circalar projections a a, and heads b b, each of
said heads carrying a part of a locking de-
vice, substantially as and for the purpose
specified. '

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name this 22d day of Juue, i in the
vear of our Lord 1877.

CHARLES LANGLEY BELL.

Witnesses:
J. DEW MONTAGUE,
G. THURSTON WILLIAMS.



