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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, ALBERT KNIGUT, of
Sandusky, in the county of Erie and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and valuable Im-
provemerit in Tools ; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the construction and operation
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a part of this specifi-
cation, and to the letters and figures of refer-
ence marked thereon,

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a perspective view of my improved tool ;
and Figs. 2 and 3 are details of the same.

‘Myinvention relates to hammers and hatch-
ets; and it consists in the construetion of the

-nail-starter, to be attached to an ordinary
hammer or hatchet by means of screws, or
their equivalents, as will be hereinafter more
tully set forth. »

Heretofore the nail-starter has beeu con-
stroncted with the hammer forming a com-
ponent part thereof.

In my invention the nail-starter is made
separate and applied to the hammer so that it
can be removed at pleasure.

The annexed drawings, to which reference is
made, fully illustrate my invention. ‘

A representsan ordinary hammer attached
to the handle B, and provided with screw-

. holesin one of its sidefaces, for a purposehere-

inafter described.

The attachment for the same, which I term
a nail-starter, consists of a metal plate, C,
bhaving a slot, a, running nearly through the
centfer on topin the shape of a V. On the un-
der side of said plate is also a slot or groove,
. b, extending on both sides of the slot a, as
shown. :

Both of these slots are beveled to suit differ-
ent sizes of nails. The slot @ is beveled to
suit the taperof the nail, and theslotor groove
b to suit the different thicknesses of heads.

. The nail-starter or plate C is fastened by
screwsd d tothe sideof the hammer, as shown,
the serews d passing through the holes ¢ in
the plate or nail-starter C, and thence into the
screw-holes in the side face of the hammer or
hatehet. By this construction the nail-starter
can readily be removed if broken or inopera-
tive,and another substituted for it. -The head
of the nail is placed in this plate, resting on
the side of the hammer. )

By this device a nail or tack may be driven
in, even in such places where a person ¢cannot
bold the nail or tack in his fingers.

It is only necessary to give a blow suffi-
ciently hard for the nail to stick, then. draw

-the hammer away from the nail, and the nail

is left started ready to be driven in the usual
manner. »

The device is simple, chieap, and durable ;
and it may be applied to hatchet§as well as to
hammers. .

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. Asa new article of manufacture, the nail-
starter attachment C, having the y/-shaped
slot @, the groove b, and set-screws d, substan-

tially as shown, and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with an ordinary ham-
mer or hatchet, of the nail-starter attachment
U, having a V-shaped slot @, running nearly
through the center, and a groove, b, on the un-
der side, and attached in the manner as de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my pame in the presence
of two witnesses.

ALBERT KNIGHT.
Witnesses:

J. J. KELPLEY,
JOHEN W. WINTERSTUN.



