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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, HENRY LAURENCE, of
the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and State
of Illineis, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Letter-Copying, of which the
following is a specification :

My invention consists in a peculiar manuer
of binding, attaching, or hinging a sheet of
copying-paper, which may be charged with
any color to suit the taste of the writer, to a
sheet of smooth hard card-board, a sheet of
metal, or any other material that will be suit-
ably firm in texture to resist the pressure of
the smooth hard-pointed pen or instrument
used for such writing, so that when the sheet
of paper for the letter is intervened between
said board and the copying-paper a distinct
impression of the writing is made.

The object of my improvement is to facili-
tate the handling of the copying-paper, which
can be done without soiling the fingers by
handling only the card-board to which the
copying-paper is attached, the copying-paper
being combined with the card-board or other
suitable material with sufficient permanenecy to
hold the two together until the copying-paper
is worn out and needs to be replaced by a
new piece; also, to enable the writer to place
the copying-paper between the leaves of the
copy-book, in which a copy of the letter is left,
without danger of crumpling or otherwise
damaging the copying- paper, which is pre-
vented from slipping about and getting out of
place in the copy-book by its edge being at-
tached or bound to the edge of the card-
board, so that the two can be folded and held
together.

In the accompanying drawings I have rep-
resented two methods by which the copying-
papercanbe combined or attached to the card-
board or other material.

In Figure 1, A A A represent the card-
board. B represents a piece or strip of thin
strong paper, leather, cloth, or other suitable
material, fastened by means of glue, or at-
tached by any suitable method, to the edge
at D D of the card-board. This binding-strip
B has a double fold, so as to bring its inner
free edge between the folded or lapped edge
of the carbon-sheet and the face of said sheet,
and thereby bind and secure the latter when

pressed down upon and even with said sheet,
thus leaving the carbon-sheet free to be re.
moved and replaced, while at the same time
it is secured in place upon the back. The
strip B, in fact, is only secured to the board,
and it holds the transferring - sheet only by
folds. '

As shown in the drawings, Fig. 1, the folded
edges of the binding -strip and the earbon-
paper are raised from the position in which
they lie for use to expose more clearly the
manner of folding the parts E and F to retain
the carbon-sheet upon the board; but in use
they dre pressed down together to form the
hold until it is desirable to replace the carbon-
sheet. This gives a fastening for the trans-
ferring-sheet at one end only.

Any number of transferring-sheets may be
secured in the way I have described, and a
number of copies taken at the same time,

Fig. 3 shows an enlarged section illustrating
the flat position of the folded binding-strip,
with the back and the carbon-sheet, and the
manner in which the latter is retained in
place. The letter to be written is placed upon
the carbou-sheet, and held beneath the folded
strip B, and the paper for the manifold copies
is placed between carbon-sheets, all held alike.

In Fig. 2, which is an open view of the back
board and the transferring-sheet, A isthe card-
board; B, the copying-paper. One edge of a
strip of paper, cloth, leather, or other suitable

‘material, G, is glued or otherwise fastened to the

edge of card-board at dotted line D D, and the
other edge, E E, similarly fastened to the mar-

-gin of copying-paper B, so that the copying-

paper can befolded flat, withits surface against
the surface of the card-board A, between which
and the card-board the letter-paper can be
placed.

Though I prefer the method shown in Fig.
1, I do nos desire to confine myself strictly to
it. In the case of Fig. 2, when the copying-
paper is worn out it ean be readily torn off
from the binding material C, which is but
slightly fastened, and a fresh piece gummed or
glued on.

When it is desirable to employ a loose sheet
to be retained as a copy of the letter, instead
of using a copy-book, the edge of the loose
sheet can be placed between the fold at F, Fig.
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1, so that it, as well as the copying-paper and
sheet for the letier, can all be held securely
together during the process of writing.
The advadtages of my improvement are too
obvious to require further description.
Having described my invention, I claim—
The back or board A and the carbon-sheet
or copying-paper C, connected and combined

for use by means of the holding-strip B, folded
and secured with said carbon - sheet, as de-
seribed. o

HENRY LAURENCE.

Witnesses:.
CHARLES B. BRIGHAM,
EpMunD G. STILES.




