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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, SAMUEL D. Lg-
COMPTE and JoHN H. KETOHESON, both of
Leavenworth county, in the State of Kansas,
have invented a new and Improved Fasten-
ing for the Holdback-Straps of the Breech-
ing of Harness, by which the carriage is held
from running upon the horse ; and we do de-
clare that the following is a full and exact de-
seription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawmgs, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon.

The nature of our invention consmts in pro-
viding a simple but strong and substantial
apparatus to be securely fastened upon the
shafts of the carriage at the proper distance
forward of the haunches of the horse to make
a suitable bearing upon the holdback-straps
and the broader breeching passing around the
haunches of the horse, to which apparatus the
breech-strap will, in the manner hereinafter
described, be mdde fast, the other ¢nd thereof
being secared to the ring of the breeching.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use our invention, we will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.

‘We make a plate, D, of iron, brass, or other
suitable material, -of proper size, say about
three inches in length, and of about the width
of the shaft, to fit upon it, and which is fast-
ened to the shaft, either by means of bolts L
through holes P in the shaft, and secured on
the opposite side of the shaft by taps v, or
otherwise, or around the shafts by eclamps.
This plate has two slots, one lengthwise, as
at I, Fig. 3, the other crosswise, as at K in
same figure. We make also, of like material,
a case or frame, C, consisting of a bottom, ¢,
as seen in Figs. 1, 2, and 4, more fully at
4, sides d, in Figs. 1, 2, and 4, and top f, in
Figs.1and 2. Pro;;ectmg downward from the
bottom, and formmg a part-of it, or otherwise
securely and firmly attached to 113 is a pivot,
H, in Figs. 2 and 4, with elongated head, as
seen more distinetly in last-named Fig. 4, by
means of which the case or frame C is fast-
enad suitably upon the plate above described,
and upon which, too, it turns to a right ad
justment to the stra,m upon back-strap and
breeching, being prevented from turning be-

yond such need by another projection, J, in
Figs 2 and 4, in the cross-slot K. This case
sets upon D,andis put in position by inserting
theelongated head of pivot H through the slot
I of the plate ; then turning it until it lies in
the same plane with the plate, to whieh it is
held permanently by the head erossing the slot.

Itisthen pushed forward, the projection J pass-

ing along the depresswn o in the plate until it
falls into the cross-slot K. This projection or
pivot J, part of the bottom of the case or
frame, as seen in Figs. 2 and 4, plays in the
slot X, that the case or frame may turn suffi-
ciently to adjust the holdback-strap A to a
proper bearing upon the ring M.

We also make of similar material tongue R,
with head turned upon itself, as at G, with
elevated cross-loop BE. This tongue works in
case or frame O, acting as a wedge, and is
kept from coming out by means of small bolts
passing through the sides of thecase at e, and
through the opening 7 in tongue R.

Attached to the back-strap is a loop, I,
through which to pass the trace, and which
supports it when detached from the smgle
tree.

One end of the back -strap A being fastened
securely in the ring, it is used by passing the
other end through the open loop E of the -
tongue R, and on over the tongne between it .
and the topfof the case; then reversing, by
passing it around the hed.d G and back under
the tongue, between it and the bottom of the
case, waking a wedge upon the tongue, and -
thus being securely fastened.

Q represents a block shaped to fit a depres-
sion, I, and the lengthwise slot behind the
pivot H to keep it in proper place.

Z is a section of a shaft.

What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— .
The combination, with the plate D, provid-
ed with slots J and K, of the case or trame G,
provided with the tongue R and loop E, all
saubstantially as and for the purpose stated

SAM. D, LECOMPTE,
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