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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, C, CALVERT EGERTON,
of the city of Baltimore, State of Maryland,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Stamp-Canceling Devices; and
I hereby declare the same to be fuily, clearly,
and exactly described as follows:

This device relates to means for effecting
the cancellation of the revenue-stamps at-
tached to barrels and casks containing alco-
holic spirits; and it consists in certain details
of construction and combinations of parts as
hereinafter fully set forth and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a side view of my device; Fig. 2,
a bottom view of the same, a part being re-
moved in order to better illustrate the inter-
nal construction; Fig. 3, the portion removed ;
Fig. 4, a sectional view of a portion of the de-
vice; Fig. 5, a similar view of a modification
of the same.

A represents the body of the stamp-can-
celer, which is preferably a casting of brass
or iron, and is provided with tangs a @ for
abrading the stamp.

Through the center of the canceler passes a
screw, B, which turns readily ‘in one direc-
tion, but is firmly griped when the attempt
is made to unscrew it. The mechanism for
effecting this is illustrated in Fig. 2, and con-
sists of a pair of disks, C C, which are pro-
vided with teeth e ¢, and are countersunk in
the Lody of the canceler A. Small springs
d d, preterably of rubber, tend to keep the
disks in the position shown in the drawings,
and a metal plate, (¥, serves to keep all in
place, being let into the eountersunk portion
of the piece A.

In order to use the device the canceler is
placed upon the stamp, one of the acute angles
of the canceler covering the head-bung of the
cask. The screw B is then driven home,
whereby the tangs ¢ & are embedded in the
head of the cask, of course perforating the
stamp,

It is obvious that upon the attempt being
made to unscrew the screw B the disks C C
defeat it.. They will revolve readily to a suf:
ficient extent to carry their teeth within the
body of the canceler A, while the screw B is
being turned to the right. Reverse motion of
the screw is, however, impossible, as the teeth
¢ ¢ immediately bite into the shank of the
screw and retain it. 1tis impossible, there-
fore, to get access to the bung without caus-
ing the canceler A to revolve, in which case
its tangs @ ¢ abrade the stamp to such an ex-
tent that its reuse is impossible.

In using the device as just described a
wood-serew is made use of; but inasmuch as
such screws may be pried directly ount of the
wood, I prefer to employ a metal screw, and
make use of the device illustrated in Figs. 4
and 5 of the drawings. This consists of a nut,
B, attached in any convenient manner to the .
head of the cask. Preferably the nut isdeeply

‘threaded on the outside, and is screwed into

the cask by means of a suitable spaunner in-
seried in the holes f /. Rivets are subse-
quently driven therethrough to prevent the
unserewing of the nut E.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— '

1. The canceler A, having tangs a, in com-
bination with the disks C and screw B, sub-

_stantially as deseribed.

2, In combination with the canceler A, the
disks C, having springs d and teeth e, sub-
stantially as described. .

3. In combination with the canceler A, hav-
ing disks O, the screw B and nut B, substan-
tially as described.

4. In combination with the nut E,threaded
externally,and having holes /" f, the canceler .
A and screw B, substantially as described.

C. CALVERT EGERTON.

Witnesses:

R. D. WILLIAMS,
W. A. BERTRAM.




