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UNITED ST__ATES

PATENT OFEIGE?..

WILLIAM H. STERNBERG, OF WICHITA, KANSAS.

IMPROVEMENT IN FOLDING CHAIRS.

Specification forming part of Lettets Patent No. 194,381, dated August 21, 1877; application filed
December 26,1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM H. STERN-
BERG, of Wichita, in the county of Sedgwick,
- and in the State of Kansas, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Fold-
ing Chairs; and do hereby declare that the
following is a full,clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, making a part of this

specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my chair
arranged for storage. Fig. 2 is a like view of
the same arranged for use, and Fig. 3 is a
vertical central section upon a line extending
from front to rear.

Letters of like name and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures.

The design of my invention is to increase
the efficiency and durability of folding chairs.

It consists in the construction and combi-
nation of the pivoted or folding portions of
the frame, substantially as and for the pur-
pose hereinafter specified. :

In the. annexed drawings, A and A repre-
gent two bars that form the front legs of my
chair, which legs are connected together in
parallel lines by means of one or more rungs,
B, that extend between their lower ends, and
are so pivoted to or upon the outer faces near
the longitudinal centers of two bars, C and C,
that form the rear legs, as to permit of being
placed in a line with or ata right angle to the
same, as desired. .

The bars C are connected together near
their lower ends by means of & rung, D, and
at their upper ends by a seecond rung, E, so
as to insure their relative positions. ,

The bars A extend upward and rearward,
and terminate at a point considerably above
the upper ends of the bars C,and between the
rear upper ends of the former is pivoted a
frame that forms the back of the chair, which
consists of two side rails, F and T, that are
connected together in parallel lines by means
of a cross-bar, G, which-extends between their
upper ends, a second cross-bar, H, thut is
placed slightly below their longitudinal cen-
ter, and a rung, I, which is placed below the
latter, upon a line vertical to the rung E.

The lower end of each rail F rests upon the
rear upper face of the contiguous bar O, while
between the rungs E and I extends a strip of
flexible material, K, which is secured to the
same, and forms the seat of my chair.

As thus arranged it will be seen that when
weight is applied to the seat K, the natural
tendency of the rungs E and I would be to
move together, but such tendency is over-
come by the tendency of the upper front por-
tions of the bars O to move downward and
outward, and of thelower portion of the back
to move rearward, the result being that said
parts maintain their relative position, and ma-
tually sustain each ofther. v

.In order that the strength of the chair may
be still further increased, a metal bar or link,
L, is pivoted at one end upon the inner face
of each bar.C, in rear of and below the piv-.
otal bearing of said bar, and at its opposite
end is pivoted upen the inner face at the lower
end of the contiguous rail ¥, by which ar-
rangement the lower end of said rail is held
securely in position, and prevented from mov-
ing forward or rearward upon said bar.

When the links L are employed, the rungs
B and I cannot be moved apart beyond a cer-
tain point, so that the seat K, when stretched
by use, would become too slack unless pro-
vision was made for insuring a proper tension '
of the same.

The desired result is secured by providing
within the inner face of each bar A a longi-
tudinal slot or elongated bearing, a, for the
reception of the outer end of the pivot », said
pivot being thus enabled to move downward
with the bar C as far as the latter is per-
mitted to move by the seat K, by which ar-
rangement the weight of an occupant of the
chair will cause said seat to be stretched to
its limit at all times. '

When not in use, the chair may be rendered
compact by turning the upper ends of the bars
O rearward, until said bars are substantially
in line with the bars A, during which opera-
tion the lower end of the back will be drawn
forward by means of the links L until the
rails F bear against the rear upper sides of
said bars C, as shown in Fig. 1.
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Having thus fully set forth the nature and
merits of my invention, what I claim as new
is—

The hereinbefore-described chair, in which
the bars A and O, rails F, seat K, links L,
pivots #, and elongated pivotal bearings a
are constructed and combined in the manner

faind for the purpose substantially as speci-
ed.

In testimony that I claim the foi'e‘going 1
have hereunto set my hand this 30th day of
November, 1876.

WILLIAM H. STERNBERG. .
Witnesses:

W. N. GUNN,
0. M, HuGHSON.



