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IMPROVEMENT IN PACKING OR SHIPPING CANS.

Specification forming part of Letters ‘Patent No. 194,564, dated August 28, 1877; application filed
June 14,.1877.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. SHERWIN,

of Cleveland, Cuyahoga county, and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Metallic Shipping-Cans; and de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to make and

* use it, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawing, which forms a part of this speci-
fieation. ‘

My invention relates to that class of ship-
ping-cans wherein it is desired to seal the
cover or top to the can with a hermetically-
tight joint of soft solder, but of such a nature
that the joint may be severed by the use of a
painter’s knife, or any other suitable device,
without injury to the cover or can, so that the
cover may be used subsequently as a remov-
able top for the can.

In the drawing is represented a view, in
elevation and cross-section, of a can embody-
ing my invention.

A is the body of the can. B is the bottom,
and C the top. The top is provided with a
depending flange, C’. The body A of the can
is provided near its top with an outwardly-
projecting bead, A’, of very slight protuber-
ance; but, with the exception -of this slight
bead, the body of the can is straight fi
to bottom. The depending flange (' is in-
clined outward just sufficient to permit the
lower edge of the depending flange to rest
upon the outer edge of the bead A/, and to
project slightly below the same ;5 but the up-
per edge of the body A projects straight up
into the angle formed between the top C and
the depending flange ¢!.  When the top is in
position on the can the depending flange is
soldered to the side or body A by raunning
the soft solder 8o as to fill the space between
the lower edge of the depending flange and the

"bead A’, the bead serving to preveunt the
solder from flowing up farther toward the
- edge of the body A, In this way the edge of
the depending flatige stands sufficiently far
from the body of the can to admit of sufficient
solder to make a tight Jjoint, while the bead
A’ limits the solder-surfaces to a very narrow
strip; and the upper edge of the body of the
can being straight, and projecting,s_quarely up

rom top .

against the top at the angle between the top
and its depending flange, the material is in
the best position to withstand any strains that
may be thrown upon it in shipment, which
might otherwise break loose the narrow sol-
dered surfaces. When, however, it is desired
to open this can for use, the operator, with the
edge of a putty-knife or any other suitable
tool, breaks open the solf-solder joint,and then
runs the knife right around ‘the can, thus
loosening the entire top. He can then remove
the top, and, as neither the top nor the body
of the can has been injured in opening, he can
use the top as a closely-fitting cover until the
paint has been emptied from the can.

I prefer, generally, to make the opening
through which the can is filled at the end op-
posite this removable head, as shown in the
drawing. Therefore the can, when ready for
use, is already provided with the top C, sol-
dered to the body A; but the central portion
B’ of the bottom B is left open until the can
has been filled with paint, or with any other
substance that may be inclosed within the
can—as, for instance, fruits, &c. Afterward
this opening is covered in the usual manner
by a disk of tin and soldered down.

By this construction I produce a can which
is able to stand any amount of rough usage
in handling without any danger of breaking
the soldered joints by endwise pressure upon
the can, at the same time produce a can that
can be readily opened, and in which the cover
may be afterward used as a close-fitting cover
until the contents are emptied.

It is apparent that a can of the character
described, with the side extending straight up
to the top above the bead, is better adapted
for holding paints, &e., after the top has been
once removed than is a can in which the top
edge is turned inwardly beueath the cover,
for in the latter case the paint is apt to ooze
out through the space thus left, and at the
same time the cover is not held so securely.

Moreover, by my construction with the
straight sides I possess the additional advan-
tage of being able. to insert a paint-knife
squarely down against the side of the can,
thereby leaving no part of the can that can.
uot be scraped readily from without ; whereas
in cans with the top edge turned inwardly the
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knife cannot be brought squarely against the
inner surface of the can to scrape it free of
paint.

What I claim is— o

1. A metallic shipping-can for paints, fruits,
&e., consisting of a body, A, with® straight
sides extending from bottom to top, and pro-
vided with a small bead, A/, in combination
with a cover, C, provided with a depending
flange, ', made to extend just below the
. outer edge of the said bead, the two united
at this point by a joint of soft solder, filling
the space between the depending flange and

the lower surface of the bead, substantially.

as and for the purposes described.
2. A metallic shipping-can for paints, fruits,

&e., consisting of the body A, provided with
straight sides from bottom to top, with a bead,
A/, and top C, provided with depending
flange C’, inclined slightly outward, so as to
embrace the bead, a narrow separable joint
of soft solder between the lower edge of the
flange and the body of the can, beneath the
bead, and a perforated bottom, B B/, substan-
tially as and for the purposes described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
pame to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

HENRY A. SHERWIN.

Witnesses :

FrANoIs TOUMEY,
W. E. DONNELLY.



