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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosEPH E. HOVER, of
the city and county of Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, have invented a new and Improved
Method of Canceling Stamps, Bonds, &c., in
a certain, sure, and durable manner; and I
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same,

My invention consists in the incorporation
- of certain chemicals with the usual coloring
matter and ordinary materials forming ecan-
celing-ink, which compounds an ink that is
based upon the principle of acting chemically

when applied to colored stamps or other tinted |

surfaces that will charge or discharge the
color of which the stamp is composed.

The object of the invention is to incorporate
a chemical material with any ink or coloring
matter used for ordinary stamping, which
chemical material is for the sole purpose of
destroying the color and the sizing of which
the stamp is composed, so that in case the
canceling-ink be washed off by .illy-disposed
parties there will be a complete and perma-
nent discoloration of the face of the stamp,
with additional liability of the surface of the
paper to wash off by reason of the partial de-
struction of the sizing material, .

In order to enable others to use and prac-
tice my invention, I will proceed to describe
the composition employed. ‘

I find the best proportion and kind of ma-
terial for this purpose are one pound of ordi-

nary lamp-black to five or six pounds of com-
mercial hydrochloric acid, and after they are
well incorporated together there is added from
four to five pounds of linseed or other equiv-
alent oil used for the manufacture of printing-
inks. The whole is well ground into a suitable
condition for printing use. Glycerine may be
substituted for the oil.

The effect of the acid is to decompose the
coloring matter of the stamp, and to destroy
the sizing material in the stamp, which effect-
ually defeat the restoration for original use
of any such caneceled stamp.

It will be evident that the proportions given
and the materials used may be considerably
modified without any alteration in the result.
I therefore do not wish to confine myself to
the exact proportiort or kind of material used.

What Ido elaim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The incorporating of the chemical material
composed of ordinary lamp-black, commercial
hydrochloric acid, and linseed-oil, as set forth,
or their evident equivalents, for a canceling-
ink that has for its object the destroying of the
coloring matter or printed surface that com-
poses the stamp, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth, '

JOS. E. HOVER.

‘Witnesses:
T. SHAW,
WM. B. HUGHES.




