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To all whom it may concern :

. Beitknown that I, WILLIAM A. BENEDIOCT,
of Ann Arbor, in the county of Washtenaw
and State of Michigan, have invented an Im-
provement in Carriage-Top Frames, of which
the following is a specification:

The nature of this invention relates to cer-
tain new and useful improvements in frames
for wagon-tops, designed to be more econom-
ical in construction and more easily operated
than those of ordinary construction.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my frame
open and attached to a wagon-seat. Fig. 2is
a like view of the same open and thrown back.
Fig. 3 is a like view of the same thrown back
and closed.

Like letters refer to like parts in each fig-
ure.

In the drawing, A represents a wagon-seat,
to which is attached the only bow B used in
my top by means of the curved metallic arms
C. Irons of a T-shape, and lettered D, are
secured, at the proper height, to the inner
face of the bow, and into each end of these
irons, which are made suitably for the pur-
pose, are pivoted the ends of the veil-distend-
ers B, as shown. The bows or veil-distend-
ers E are pivoted to the bow B near its top,
80 as to rest at right angles to the said bow
B when distended, thereby forming a frame
in the shape of a phaeton top or awning,.
The usual arms G connect the bow B with the
rear of the seat, and are provided with Jjoints,
so that the top may be thrown down or sup-
ported in place when raised.

This top frame may be covered with any de-
sired material, and may be made as ornamental
as taste may dictate.

At the pivotal point of the veil-distenders

there may be provided any suitable stop or
lateh or cateh, of any of the known forms, so
that when the top is raised, if it is desired to

Taise to a vertical, or nearly vertical, position

the distender, it will be secured in that posi-
tion.

The curved metallic arms O are very impor-
tant elements in this invention, as their shape
changes the position of the lower ends of the
bow in their relation to the pivotal point when
the top is thrown down, and compels it to as-
sume the proper position. .

There are so many advantages to be de-
rived from the nse of a top constructed as
above described that will be apparent to
every observer that it is deemed unnecessary
to elaborate them in this connection.

I am aware that single-bow tops with veil-
distenders have been used before ; consequent-
ly,

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

L. The single-bow wagon-top described, con-
sisting of the bow B, pivoted to the seat by
means of the curved metallic arms C, the hori-
zontal veil-distenders E, secured to the said
bow near its top, and the jointed arms G, all
constructed and arranged substantially as de-
scribed and shown.

2. In a single-bow wagon-top, and in com-
bination, the bow B, curved metallic arms C,
irons D, veil - distenders E, and adjustable
arms G, the whole constructed and arranged
to operate substantially as and for the pur-
poses specified.

WILLIAM A. BENEDICT.
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