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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER FRANKEL,
of Newark, in the county of Hssex and State
of New Jersey, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Trunk-Fastening, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification:

My invention relates to that class of trunk-
fastenings in which a spring-hasp attached to
the lid or cover is arranged to engage over a
stud or lip on a socket-piece seeured to the
body of the trunk; and the improvement con-
sists in the use of a slide>having an inclined
or beveled face, arranged to move under and
release the hasp from the stud, as hereinafter
more fully described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a face
viewof my improved device closed and locked H
Fig. 2, a vertical section of the same with the
parts in the same position; Fig. 3, a similar
section, with the slide elevated and the hasp
released; and Fig. 4, a vertical section, with
the hasp raised out of the socket and the slide
dropped down.

The object of this invention is to produce a
simple and cheap fastening for trunks and
similar receptacles, which shall not be liable
to become accidentally unfastened, but which
may be readily released by the fingers, and
held in such released position antil the lid or
cover is raised.

To thisend I construct the fastening as rep-
resented in the drawings, in which A is a
spring-hasp, which may either be secured to
the trunk-lid direct or mounted in a case or
cover, d, attached to the lid, as shown in the
drawing. :

The body of the trunk is provided with a
socket, B, to receive the hasp A, said socket
being located directly in line with the hasp,
and provided with an internal lip or stud, a,
having an inclined face, as shown in Figs.
2, 3, and 4. The hasp is provided near its
lower end with an opening, as shown, to re-
ceive the stud or lip a, as shown in Fig, 2.

It will thus be seen that, as the trunk lid
or cover descends, the hasp A enters the
socket B, its lower end striking upon the
face of the lip or stud @, and being thereby

_

thrown outward until the opening in the hasp
comes opposite to the stud a, when the hasp
springs down and engages over or around the
same.

C represents a vertically-moving slide, the
upper end of which is made beveling or in-
clined, and is cut away at the point opposite
or in line with the stud a, in order that it may
straddle the same when the slide is moved
upward. The lower end of the hasp A is
slightly bent outward, and the upper end of
the slide O is arranged to move under and
throw out the hasp A, as shown in Fig. 3.
While in this position the slide C is held up
by the pressure of the spring-hasp against its
weight after the fingers are removed from the
slide C, leaving the hands free to elevate the
lid, and avoiding all danger of the fastening
becoming locked when the hands are removed
therefrom for that purpose. When the lid is
elevated the hasp A moves out of its socket
B, and, riding off the slide C, leaves the same
free to drop down, as seen in Fig. 4, so that
when the lid is again lowered the hasp shall
be free to engage with the stud a.

In the drawings I have represented the
hasp as attached to a case or cover, d, which
is in turn secured to the trunk-lid, though it
is obvious that the case or cover may be dis-
pensed with and the hasp secured to the lid
direct. The form shown is, however, consid-
ered preferable, as it presents a neater appear-
ance, and serves, when the lid is down, to
cover the mouth of the socket B, and prevent
the entrance of dirt and rain, without mate-
rially enhancing the cost of the article.

The device is constructed chiefly of cast or
malleable iron, and is very simple, cheap, and
strong.

It is obvious that the arrangement of the
parts may be considerably modified without
departing from my invention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is— -

1. A trunk-fastening consisting of a spring-
hasp, a socket or catch to interloek therewitl,
and a sliding thumb-piece to release the hasp,
substantially as shown.
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2. In a trunk-fastening, a spring-hasp, A, | the automatic relocking of the hasp when the
and a cateh or socket, B, adapted to interlock | trunk is closed.
therewith, in combination with a vertically-
moving unlocking-slide, G, arranged to move |
upward under the end of the hasp, and be re- ‘Witnesses:
tained by the pressure thereof until the trunk JoHN P. JACKSON,
is opened, and then fall by gravity to permit ARTHUR R. DENMAN,

ALEXANDER FRANKEL.




