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To all whom it may conce’m: o
Be it known that I, JAMES A. AUSTIN, of

Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of

New York, have invented certain Improve-

ments in Letter and Postal - Card Files, of

which the following is-a specification :
This invention relates to files designed to
be used in arranging in order and putting

“away for-future reference letters, postal cards,
bills, and other papers of like nature ; and is
designed :to furnish a cheap and efficient file

for that purpose. . :
Among the objects sought to ‘be accoin-
plished by the said invention are -cheapness
of eonstruction, efficiency and durability, fa-
cility of removal and replacement of a paper
when desirable, compactness and ‘Symmetry.

of form of the file when filled, and other sub- |

stantial advantages.

To accomplish these results I construct my
file substantially as hereinafter described.

Figure 1is a side view of a file constructed
in accordance with my invention, and adapted
to the arrangement and preservation of letters
and other papers having considerable breadth
of - page, a portion of the cover being broken
away to show the index-letters. Fig. 2 is an
end view of the same, showing it partly open.
Fig. 3 is a side view of a file adapted for the
arrangement and preservation of postal cards.
Fig. 4 is a detailed view, showing the mode
of attaching the index-lefters.

A A arecovers of the file, which may be
made of junk-board, suitably covered, or of
any other appropriate material. a @ are the
interleaves, which are adapted to separate al-
phabetically or otherwise the papers which
may be placed in the file. These interleaves
must be made in or formed into a continuous
sheet, its folds opening at opposite edges of
the cover, as indicated in Fig. 2, and one end
of the entire sheet should be attached to one
of the covers, as shown in the same figure, and
the other end to the other cover, in the same
or equivalent manner. The interleaves a a
are formed of a single long sheetof strong and
tolerably stiff paper, by folding it in alternate

- direetions, as shown.

The index-letters are printed on strips of
paper b, of sufficient length to allow them to
be folded back upon each other, and pasted or

otherwise secured upon :both sides ‘ofithe fold,
and upon ‘each other, in the form shown in
XHig. 4, for -the reason that otherwise, as the
fold might be bent by:the insertion of jpapers,
the index-letters would be bent down away
trom -the observer ; but by this construction,
and pasting -them upon -each -other till they
reach the fold, and then upon opposite sides

of the fold, this tendenecyis nearly.or quite

neutralized,as in that case these letter-labels
have about as.much tendency to bend in one
direction as in the other. )

B B are elastic straps or bands, which are
attached to the outside of .one of the covers,
and made attachable by hooks.cand eyes d to
the outside of the other cover, so .as not only
to keep the papers in the file from falling out
of place, but to also servé as a means to .keep

| the file naturally closed, while, at the same

time, they are sufficiently elastic to allow the

| file to be opened a short distance, sufficient

for the introduction and removal of papers.
I prefer elastic webbing for these straps or
bands, for the reason that they have a limit
of elasticity which may serve to prevent the
file from being overfilled by careless or igno-
rant persous.

A flap, G, (shown in Figs. 1 and 2,) is at-
tached to each of the covers, and has an elas-
tic strap, D, attached to it, which latter car-
ries at its end an eye, ¢, adapted to hook up-
on hook f of the other cover. I prefer pure
vuleanized gum rubber for these straps D.
This part of the construction not only pro-
tects the edges of the file and the papers it
contains, and prevents all danger of the lat-
ter falling out of place, but also, when one of
these flaps is unhooked, and the file open on
that side for the insertion, removal, or exam-
ination of papers, the other flap not only re-
taing the papers contained in the folds which
open at the other edge of the file, but also
forms a back or hinge like.the back of a book
for the closed edge of the file to turn on as
the other is opened.

Fig. 3 represents a file containing a por-
tion of my invention, and designed for -the re-
ception of postal cards.

The internal parts of this postal-card file
are constructed exactly as hereinbefore de-
scribed for the letter-file ; but in the external
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parts it is not deemed necessary that it should
be quite so elaborate, partly on account of its
very small size. 1n thisfile,(shown in Fig. 3,)
E E represent elastic bands, which extend en-
tirely around the file, and these may be made
of elastic web or pure vulecanized gum rubber,
the latter being, probably, on the whole, most
desirable. These elastic bands E E are se-
cured in position near the ends of the file by
loops ¢ g, bent down upon them. When it is
desired to open the file these elastic bands E
are turned from the edge of the file which is
to be openmed around upon the end thereof,
and nearly to the middle of the file, which al-
lows the file to be opened sufficiently for the
insertion or removal of a postal card.

It will be seen by an examination of the
coustraction shown in Fig. 4 that the loops or
‘stops g g are arranged much nearer to the
ends of the file than they are to the sides, so
that when the bands E B are slipped round
over the ends of the file to allow the file to be
opened, and cards or other papers inserted or

‘removed, the distance which the band E bas-

to extend irom the loop g on one cover to the

loop g on the opposite cover is much less: than -

the distance which it has to extend when it
reaches over the side instead of the end of the
file. This is important and essential, for the
reason that otherwise the proper and conven-
ient opening of the file for the insertion or re-
moval of papers, without too great a tax on

the elasticity of the band, would be impracti- |

cable.

This form of construction may also be used

with reasonable satisfaction for note and letter
files, though I prefer for letter-files the con-
struction I have previously described. -

It is obvious from the foregoing description
that my file may be formed with any desirable
number of interleaves, and hence that there
may be safficient folds for an entire alphabet
of letters on one edge of the file, and for an-

other alphabet at the other edge, or there may °

be only a sufficient number of folds for & sin-
gle alphabet in the entire file, in which case
the alphabet will be divided, one half of it
appearing at one edge of the file and the
other half at the other edge. -

It will also be obvious from the foregoing
description that this file which 1 have de-
scribed, while securing the letters placed in
it with certainty, at the same time allows a
letter to be readily inserted or withdrawn
when desired, and it is also obvious that,
while this file possesses these important ad-
vantages, it can be very cheaply made.

I claim as my invention— . -

As a new article of manufacture, the here-
in-described bill-file, consisting of the open-
ended, double -indexed interleaves, formed
from a continuous folded sheet, provided with
detached covers A A, having the securing-
flaps C C and elastic fastening-straps B D, all
substantially as described.

JAMES A. AUSTIN.

~Witnesses:
EpwiN M. DONNELLY,
THos. P. How.




