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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

JEATAL H, CLEVELAND AND EDWALD McCONNELL, OF BUFFALO, NEW
YORK, ASSIGNORS TO THEMSELVES, PETER V. CARROLL, AND STEPHEN

A. WALL, ALL OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEMENT IN COMBINED SNAP-HOOK AND BUCKLE.

8pecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 195,266, dated September 18, 1877 ; application filed
' November 11, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, JEHIAL H. CLEVE-
LAND and EDWARD McCCONNELL, both of
Buifalo, Erie county, New York, have jointly
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments on a Combined Snap-Hook and Buckle;
and we do hereby declare that the following
description of our said invention, taken in
connection with the accompanying sheet of
drawings, forms a full, clear, and exact speci-
fication, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same,

Ouar present invention relates to improve-
ments on a combined snap-hook and buckle;
and it consists in the arrangement of parts
and details of construction, as will be first
fully described, and then pointed out in the
claims,

In the drawings hereinbefore mentioned,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of one of our

improved snap-hooks and buckles combined.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section. Fig.
3 is a plan. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a
fragment of the buckle and hook, and Fig. 5
a plan of the spring.

Like letters of reference indicate the same
parts in all the various figures.

A is the hook and B the buckle, both being
produced in one piece of metal. The hook
consists of the curved claw or hook proper A/,
and of the bifurcated bar A’, connecting said
hook with the frame of the buckle, and ter-
minating in the cross-bar C thereof. The
buckle B consists of the two side bars D D/,
end bar B, and the bar C, the whole forming
a rectangular tframe, in which both side bars
are further connected, near the cross-bar C, by
the tongue-pivot F. This tongue-pivot has
two projecting lugs, f.f, serving as guides for
the tongue G. B is the spring, fastened in the
cross-bar C by means of the lugs b ¥/, as shown
in Fig. 4, in the following mauner: The spring
S, being notched on its rear end, as shown in
Fig. 5, is placed between the projections or
lugs b ¥, and these forced toward each other,
to slightly overlap the butt-end of said spring,
and then riveted or hammered down, so that
the metal, having previously formed the lugs,

will now completely overlap said spring, and,
entering the notches L, securely rivet and re-
tain the spring in position. P is a short
leather strap, perforated at snitable intervals,
and serving, in conjunction with the device
hereinbefore mentioned, wmany useful pur-
poses—for instance, as a holdback or as a
line-strap, when the two extremities of said
strap are buckled to the tongue in the usual
manner, and the ioop thas formed passed over
the thills; or, as shown in the drawings, as a
line-strap; or one end of the strap may be
passed over the tongue, and the other end
passed from below through the space between
the tongue-pivot and cross-bar G, and thence
also through the tongue, which will make a
very strong and durable fastening without
sewing; or,in case the snap-hook should have
been broken accidentally, the buckle will al-
ways serve as a common buckle.

It will be observed that the hook A’ termi-
nates in the two branches A”, whereby a
space, X, is produced. This space or opening
extends from the junction of the branches
with the hook backward to the cross-bar C,
so that theve is no part of the metal compos-
ing the hook direetly underneath or opposite
the spriug g. This arrangement of said free
and unobstructed space below said spring
forms an essential part of our invention, inas-
much as it prevents the accumnulation of snow
and ice between the hook aud spring, which
interferes with the bending down of the said
spring, and frequently causesits breaking when
foree is applied for the removal of the hook.
This tendency of the spring to break is fur-
ther lessened by the front end of the cross-
bar C being rounded off, as shown in Fig, 2.

A further improvement over other snap-
hooks is the mode of attaching the spring to
the eross-bar C by means of the notches I, in
addition to the side projections b ¥, which will
securely lock said parts together, while the
two projections f f/ on the pivot F will retain
the tongue G in proper position. This tongue,
it will be noticed, is clinched around the mid-
dle bar F, and rests upon the rear bar E, thus
acting in the usnal manner, and thereby re-
taining all the desirable fatures of the com-




mou buckle. The hook A’ is notched on its
extremity, so that the spring S will be flush
with the interior of said hook, and thereby
an aceidental unlocking of the hook prevented.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim—

1. A snap-lhook, having the hook A’ termi-
nating in two branches, A’ extending to the
cross-bar C, with the space X extending clear
back to and under the cross-bar C, for the
purpose of preventing the accumulation of
snow, ice, or other obstructions between the
spring S and said hook, substantially as here-
inbefore set forth and described.
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2. The combination, with the cross-bar C,
of the spring S, said spring being provided
with notches L on its rear end, substantially
as hereinbefore set forth and stated.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our invention we have hereto set our hands
and affixed our seals in the presence of two
subscribing witnesses.

JEHIAL H. CLEVELAND. [L.8.
EDWARD McCONNELL. L. 8.

Attest:
MICHAEL J. STARK,
FrANK HIRSCH.
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