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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, MosEs Foss, of Cairo,
in the county of Alexander and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and Improved Lad-
der, of which the following is a specification :

The invention will first be described in con-
nection with the drawing, and then pointed
out in the claim.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a ver-
tical sectional view of the two sections ar-
ranged as a step-ladder. Figs. 2 and 3 show

the manner of counecting together the two

sections when it is desired to convert them
into a long straight ladder. Tbe platform or
foot-staud is shown in these two figures.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. ’

The letters A A designate the sides of the
two ladder-sections B B’. Each one of the sec-
tions is composed of open braced sides, with
blocks @ between each pair of bowed bars
forming a side. These blocksareceive through
them the rounds C, and the whole are rigidly
gecured together by means of bolts or rivets.

The lower ladder-section B has two flat
clasping-hooks, b b, rigidly secured to its up-
per end, and extended outward at right an-
gles to the side bars, and through these hooks
and the sides A A holes are made to receive
the ends of serews ¢, and are tapped through
the lower ends of the sides ot the ladder-sec-
tion B’. This lower ladder-section is also pro-
vided with a rope, ¢, which is made fast to one
of the lower rounds, and has a hook, f, at-
tached to it.

The ladder-section B’ is constructed like the
lower section B, with the exception that the

lower end of the former is eurved and notched,
as shown at d, so that when the two sections
are put together, as shown by Figs. 2 and 3,
to form a long ladder, the upper section will
be nearly in a plane parallel to the lower sec-
tion, and the curved portion of the upper sec-
tion will bave a bearing against the hooks b b,
and will be firmly held by these hooks and
the top round n, which is received into the
notches d.

By detaching the sections and adjusting
them as shown by Fig. 1, and using the serews
and rope above described, I have a very sub-
stantial step-ladder, either section of which
can be mounted.

G designates a platform or foot-stand, which
may be of any desired width, and which has
two legs, h h, secured to its euds and con-
nected together by a round, ¢. The lower ends
of the legs are notehed and adjusted on one
of the rounds of the ladder, and the foot-stand
has a spring-hook, », fixed to it, which is
clasped on another round of the ladder. This
safely secures the platforin to the ladder, and

| allows the same to be readily detached.

Having thus described my invention, I elaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

A ladder whose sections B B’ are provided
with open sides formed of bowed bars and in-
termediate blocks, the rounds being passed
through said blocks, as and for the purpose
specified.

MOSES FOSS.

Witnesses:

J. B. Lock,
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