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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN E. W AKEFIELD,
of Worcester, in the State of Massachusetts,
have invented an Improvement in Folding
Chairs, of which the following is a specifica:
tion :

Folding chairs have been made with X-legs,
and the front legs and back in one piece, and
with a flexible seat.

My present improvement relates to this class
of chairs; and consists in the combination,
with the folding X-legsand back, of arm-pieces,
extended down to the front eross-piece at the
upper ends of the back legs, and connecting-
links between the ends of such arm- pieces
aud the said back legs, which links may also
Serve as rests to the upper ends of the back
legs and relieve the seat from strain that
would otherwise come upon the seat when the
chair is unfolded for use. '

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tion of the said chair. Fig. 2 is a front eleva-
tion, and Fig. 3 is a section, of the chair par-
tially folded.

The back-frame is composed of the. side
pieces @ a, united by the cross-rails b ¢, SO as
to be sufficiently rigid, and the side pieces
extend forward and form the front legs. The
back legs e are pivoted at J to form the fold-
ing X-legs, as usual; and ¢ ’is the cross-piece
at the upper end of the back legs, to which
the flexible seat is conuected, or upon which
a rigid seat-frame rests ; and the back of the
seat is connected with the back frame. These
parts are of usual character, and do not re-
quire further description.

The arms & are pivoted at I to the back, and
they are of a length to reach to the upper
ends of the back legs, or nearly 8o, and the
links m are pivoted at n to the front ends of
the arm-piéces k, and at their back ends to
the back legs at o. It is generally preferable

to make these links m of metal bars, s0 that
they lie against the imner faces of the upper
portions of the back legs, and when the metal
bars are bent downward, and then upward to
the pivots », as shown, they form loops that
receive and hold the upper ends of the back
legs when the chair is unfolded, so that strain
upon the seat is avoided. Hence, said seat is
flexible, will not be exposed to tension result-
ing from the weight tending to spread the X-
legs, and, if a rigid seat-frame is used, it only
requires to be hinged to the back-frame. It,
however, is not necessary to support the up-
per ends of the back legs by the said links, as
the strain may come upon the flexible seat or
seat-frame.

When the chair is folded, the front ends of
the arms swing downward with the links as
the X-legs fold together, so that none of the
parts of the chairs have to be discouneeted in
folding, and the chair, when in use, stands
very firmly.

I do not claim a chair havinga back and fold-
ing X-leg, with arms extending from the back
toarailthatconnects thelower ends of the arws,
and from which rail there are links to the up-
per portions of the back legs.

I claim as my invention—

In combination with a chair having a back,
folding X-legs and arms, the metallié links m
pivoted at one end to the inner faces of the
rear legs, and at the other end to the inner
faces of the arms, the said links being bent so
that their upper ends will receive the upper
ends of the rear legs when unfolded, as set
forth,

Signed by me this 24th day of February, A.
D. 1877.

J. E. WAKEFIELD.

Witnesses:

E. L. GATEs,
-0. 8. GORDON,




