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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, NATHANIEL BURNHAM,
of Amboy, in the county of Lee and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fence-Wire Stretchers;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view. Fig. 21is a
similar view, showing its application to afence.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to certain improve-
mentsin the fence-wire stretcher for which Let-
ters Patent of the United States No. 169,770
were granted to me on the 9th day of Novem-
ber, 1875, by which it is rendered more dura-
ble and more easily adjusted to the fence and
operated; and it consists in the improved con-
struction of parts, which I shall now proceed
more fully to describe.

A is a circular wheel or disk, having later-
ally-projecting teeth or ratechets C. Upon the
side from which the teeth or ratchets project
the disk A has two diverging shafts or horns,
B B, near together at the base, but a greater
distance apart at the points. On the opposite
side the disk A has a spindle, B/, which serves
as a handle for holding and guiding the disk
while it is being turned. On the same side of
disk A there are two or more projections, F,
by the aid of which the disk may be turned
with a lever of any suitable construction. An
ordiuary iron bolt or bar will answer the pur-

ose.
P The method of using my improved wire-
stretcher will be readily understood from the
foregoing description, and by reference to the
drawings hereto annexed. After the wire has
been placed on the fence-posts the stretcher
is placed on the wire at any convenient point,

generally at or near the middle of the fence.
This is easily done by simply inserting the
wire between the horns B B till it reaches and
pressesagainstthedisk A, Thisisthen turned
either by a lever placed between projections
F and spindle B/, or by the horns B B, around
which the wire is thus wound until sufficiently
stretched. The teeth or ratchets C engage
with the wire on both sides of the horns B B,
thus holding the stretcher in position, and
keeping the wire taut.

In my original patent, above referred to, I
use, instead of the horns B B, a slotted shaft,
B, in the slot of which the wire is inserted,
when the operation is substantially the same.
I have found, however, by practical experi-
ence, that the slot had the effect of weakening
the shaft, which would sometimes break., It
also had the disadvantage of being too easily
disengaged from the fence-wire,

The horns B B, above described, aud shown
in the drawing, admit of being made stronger
than the shaft B could possibly be. Diverg-
ing at the points, as they do, they prevent
the device from slipping off the wire; and,
finally, they furnish a handle by which the
stretcher may be turned without the aid of a
lever.

Having thus described my invention, Iclaim
and desire to vecure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

The improved wire-stretcher herein de-
seribed, consisting of the wheel or disk A,
having laterally-projecting teeth or ratchets
C, handle B, projections F, and diverging
shafts or horns B B, substantially as and for
the purpose herein shown and specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

NATHANIEL BURNHAM.

Witnesses:
C. W. BELL,
CHESTER BADGER.




