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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES B. CLARK, of
Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
wseful Improvements in Gate-Latch, of which
the following is a specification:

This invention relates to an improved lateh,
and is designed especially as a gate-latch, al-
though it may be applied to other purposes,
its object being to provide a cheap and effect-
ive lateh which can be readily constructed
and applied to a gate, door, or jamb of the
same; and it consists, first, in an improved
latch-lever provided with a thumb piece or
bearing at oue end, and with a latch-bolt at
right angles at the other, secured within a
suitable casing to be fastened to the edge of a
gate or door, or the jamb of the same, and op-
erated as hereinafter more fully set forth; and,
second, in the combination, with said latch-
lever, which is provided with a segment of
cogs or teeth at its inner end, of a similar
lateh-lever with the bolt omitted, which gears.
into the cogs on the first-mentioned lever, to
provide for operating the bolt from opposite
sides of a gate or door.

In the drawing, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view of my improved latch secured to
the jamb of a door or to a gate-post; and Fig.
2, a detached view of the latch, showing the

" rear of the same, the covering-plate being re-

moved.

The letter A represents a casing, preferably
constructed of cast metal, with a recess, B, on
its under side, opening, as shown at C, at each
side of said casing. The said casing is also
provided with a segmental opening, D, in
which the Iateh-bolt works,

E represents a latch-lever, pivoted ona stud,
T, which is cast with or secured in the casing
A, said lever being provided with a thumb-
bearing at its outerend, which projects through
one of the openings C, and a latch-bolt, G, at
right angles, which projects through the seg-
mental opening in the casing. The inner end
of said latch-lever B is provided with a seg-
ment of cogs or teeth, H, which gear into the
teeth of a similarly-formed latch-lever, I, piv-
oted in similar manner to the opposite side of

the casing, and projecting through the oppo-
site aperture C, in order that it may be con-
veniently operated.

The casing is provided with apertures for
the insertion of screws or other fastening de-
vices, and with a protecting cover-plate at the
lower side, for securing the lateh-levers in po-
sition.

The latch as thus constructed may be ap-
plied either to the front edge ot a gate or door,
or to the post or jamb of the gate or door, &
suitable keeper being secured opposite it, to
the gate or door, or to the post or jamb, as
may be required.

“The advantages of my improvement will be
apparent from the above deseription.  Owing
to the extreme simplicity of the parts, each can
De cast in one piece ready to be put together,
and the parts are securely fastened in the cas-
ing by means of the serews by which the cas-
ing is secured to its seat. 1 thus produce a
lateh combining great beauty with simplicity
and cheapness.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In a door or gate latch, an oscillating
lateh-lever, pivoted in a suitable casing or sup-
port, and provided at one end with a handle
or thumb-bearing projecting through one side
of the casing, and at the other with a latch-
bolt at right angles projecting through a seg-
mental aperture in the casing, substantially as
set forth.

9. The combination, with the bolt and latch-
lever, the latter being provided at its inner
end with a segment of teeth or cogs, of a simi-
lar latehi-lever provided with teeth or cogs,
gearing into the teeth or cogs of the first-men-
tioned lever, and projecting on the opposite
side of the casing, as and for the purposes
specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand in the presence ot
the subscribing witnesses.

CHARLES B. CLARK.

Witnesses:
ALBERT H. NORRIS,
J. W. HAMILTON JOHNSON,




