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To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, THOMAS I'. ROWLAND,
of the city of New York and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Marine Safes, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, true, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings.

It is a frequent occurrence, owing to the vi-
cissitudes of travel by sea, that very consid-
able sums of money have been lost to their
owners, owing to the sinking of vessels which
were carrying them to distant ports; and the
object of my invention is to have & money-ves-
sel which will preserve specie or other valua-
bles, even though the ship which carries such
money should be sunk.

In order that any vessel should successfully
accomplish this result, it is necessary that it
possessthetwo requisites of very greatstrength
and of entire resistance to the action of the
waves, since it might be subjected to them for
a very long period of time; and I have there-
fore devised a vessel on which such corrosive
action of the water will have no injurious ef-
fect, while at the same time it will be suffi-
ciently strong to resist any accidental contact
with rocks or other destroying substances, and
will, to a certain extent at least, preserve the
property so lost to its owners.

My invention consists in making a welded-
iron vessel with a series of cups or pockets, ar-
ranged for the reception of coin or other valu-
ables, and a serew-cap allowing of the removal
of such valuables, while it will resist the action
of the water.

In my drawing similar letters refer to simi-
lar parts.

Figure 1 is a vertical cross-section of my in-
vention. TFig. 2 is a lateral cross-section of
the same through the line « x of Fig. 1.

S represents my marine safe generally,which
consists of two hemispheres, H and H’. Be-
tween these hemispheres is welded a parti-
tion, D. In this partition D are set a series
of pockets, C and ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢, &e. These pockets
are provided with screw-covers, as is clearly
shown in the drawing. The safe itself is
closed by a screw-cap, A, in which may be in-
serted a staff, F, for the purpose of carrying
a signal of some sort, so that if such safe be
cast overboard it may be a noticeable object to
passing vessels.

My safe is made spherical in form for the

reason that such shape is best adapted to resist
blows or the corrosive action of the waters,
sinee only one joint is needed to complete the
entire vessel.

It is obvious, however, that a vessel spheri-
cal in shape would not maintain a constant
position in the water were there not some
arrangement made to maintain its center of
gravity constantly on one side of the center
of thevessel. I have, therefore, welded in the
partition D, (shown in the drawings,) into
which the pockets are set. The result of the
placing of these pockets below the partition
D is that, the center of gravity of the entire
sphere being somewhere within thelarge pocket
C, the sphere itself maintains an unvarying
position in the water, and the entrance-cap A
is maintained above the level of the water,
together with the staft F. The partition also
serves to make a water-tight compartment in
the vessel, so that, even if the water could en-
ter through the cap A, the lower part of the
vessel being water-tight, such vessel would
not sink, and its contents might still be pre-
served.

The entire vessel is made without any rivet-
ing, and its edges are welded together, as is
clearly shown in the drawing, the partition 1)
being welded between the flanges of the hemi-
spheres H and H',

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A spherical water-tight safe, constructed
substantially as described, having its center of
gravity permanently located on one side of
the center of the sphere, for the purpose of
maintaining such sphere in an unvarying po-
sition when floating, whereby the entrance to
the vessel is elevated above the surface of the
water, substantially as described.

9. The combination of two hemispherical
vessels, H and H/, and the partition D, sup-
porting a pocket, C, when the said hemispheri-
cal vessels are welded upon said central parti-
tion, substantially as described.

3. The combination of two hemispherical
vessels, H and I, central welded partition D,
pocket” C, and screw-cap A, substantially as
described.

THOS. F. ROWLAND.
‘Witnesses:

GEro. H. EVANS,
E. N, DICKERSON, JTI.



