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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PETER COPLAND, of
Johnstown, county of Licking, and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful

* Improvements in Carriage -Tops; and I do

hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the annexed drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved car-
riage-top. TFig. 2 is a similar view thereof
when let down; and Fig. 3 is a detached sec-
tional view.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by like letters.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in carriage-tops, and has particular ref-
erence to that class having a rigid canopy or
top; and it consists, principally, in the man-
ner of putting the parts together, and their
relative arrangement and combination, sub-
stantially as hereinafter more fully set forth

~and claimed.

In the annexed drawing, A refers to the
seat, the back-rail B of which is provided with
arms b b, having lateral or right angular pro-
jections b10?,which serve as pivotsfor the lower
ends of the vertical bows of the canopy or top,
and the lower ends of the jointed braces, to
be hereinafter more fullyreferred to. B!refers
to a horizontal frame, which may be made of
a continuous piece, or of two bows spliced to-
gether and fastened. B?is a Dbow, centrally
disposed in the frame B!, and having its arms
or depending portions connected to the back-
rail of the seat, as above stated, and standing
perpendicularly, to be out of the way of the
person getting in and out of the vehicle. The
bow B? and frame B! are mortised, so as to
permit of their being halved together and se-
cured or fastened in place by rivets or bolts ¢
upon the inner or rear sides of the irous or

plates ¢ ¢!, having the projections ¢® ¢® sexrving

as pivots for the jointed braces D D.. To pre-
vent the plates ¢ ¢!, turning they are perforated,
and screws or other-fastenings passed through

said perforations, and inserted into the frame
B!, securing said plates in position. By hav-
ing the plates ¢! ¢' and the rivets or bolts ¢
constructed in connection with the pivots ¢* ¢
of the jointed braces D D, the frame B! and
bow B?of the top or canopy are simultaneously
put together, and fastened in place with pro-
viding pivots for the upper ends of the braces
D D. The plates ¢! ¢' also serve to brace and
strengthen the mortised or weakened points of
the frame and bow B2

Two other bows, E E, of less curvature, and
smaller than the bow B? suitably arranged
upon each side of the latter, and fastened to
the frame B!, assist in forming the top, which
are covered in the usual manner and with the
usual material and trimmings to complete the
top orcanopy. The top orcanopy,when down,
is supported in place upon the lower pivots §?
of the jointed braces D D,

It will also be noticed that the canopy or
top can be lowered to such a point as to clear
any obstruction under which the horse can
pass. When in a lowered position the top or
canopy will rest at a point between and infrom
the hind wheels of the vehicle to lessen the
liability of mud, &e., being thrown thereon by
the wheels.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters i’atent,
is—

The combination of the frame B!, bow B?,
the two being mortised together, plates ¢! ¢!
having rivets or bolts ¢ fastening the said bow
and frame together, and projections or pivots
¢ ¢ and the jointed braces D D, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

PETER COPLAND. [L. s.]

‘Witnesses:
D. K. TROWBRIDGE,
JoHN THARP.



