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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ERNST HOFFSTAETTER,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a-new and useful Improvement
in Furniture-Casters, which improvement is
fully set forth in the following specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, in which—

Figure 1 represents a vertical central sec-
tion of a caster containing my improvement.
Fig. 2 is a horizontal section thereof in the
plane of the line z », Fig. 1.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

My improvement has reference to the con-
struction of furniture-casters; and consists in
a center-pin which is provided with a head,
and passed through a- cap - plate which is
adapted to be affixed to the lower end of a ta-
ble-leg or other article of furniture, while on
the lower part of said center-pin is arranged
the roller-frame of the .caster, through which
frame, as well as through the said center-pin,
is passed a transverse bolt, in such a manner
that the roller-frame and center-pin are there-
by firmly held together; also, in combining
with the caster an anti-friction wheel, which
is situated in an opening formed in the roller-
frame, and mounted on the said transverse
bolt, so as to form a bearing between the cap-
plate and the roller-frame, as hereinafter more
tully described and claimed.

In the drawing, the letter A designates the

 center-pin of my caster, on the upper end of

which is formed a head, b, which, in the exam-
ple shown, has a conjcal shape. B is a cap-

- plate, through which the.center-pin A ispassed,

and which is provided with a cavity in its up-
per surface to receive the head b of said pin.
This cap-plate B, morecover, is provided with
holes, so that it may be affixed to the lower

-end of a table-leg, or to any other article of

furniture, by means of serews or rivets, and
without materially weakening the leg.

‘When my caster is to be applied to a table-
leg or other like article, a lateral flange orrim
may be substituted for the holes in the cap-
plate B, or added thereto, which said flange
or rim is adapted to embrace the lower end of
the leg.

The roller-frame of my caster is composed
of a plate, C, and a bracket, D, and it is

mounted on the center-pin A through the plate
C. Now, the center-pin A and the plate C of
the roller-frame are each provided with a trans-
verse hole, through which is passed abolt, E,
the hole in the plate C being made to termi-
nate a little beyond the center-pin A, on one
side of the latter, and the bolt E being fast-
ened at its inner end by means of a screw-
thread formed on the bolt and in said hole, as
clearly shown.

It will be noticed that by means of the bolt
E the roller-frame C D and the cap-plate B are
held together, while they are moreover caused
to turn with each other..

In the plate C is formed an opening, &, which
intersects the Lolt 15, and in this opening is
situated an anti-friction wheel, I¥, which is
mounted loosely on said bolt. The anti-fric-
tion wheel F is of such diameter that it bears
against the under surface of the cap-plate B,
and by its means the perfect working of the
parts of my caster is insured.

In order to increase the effect of the anti-
friction wheel F, I arrange the same in a ver-
tical plane with the axis of the roller G of the
caster, as shown in Fig. 1.

One of the advantages of my caster is, that
it is made without the usual socket, and hence
does not weaken the table-leg or other article
to which it may be applied. Another advan-
tage is its simple construction and compara-
tively cheap cost.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, in a caster, of a center-
pin, A, having a head, b, with a cap-plate, B,
roller-frame C D, and a transverse bolt, I,
passing through the center-pin, substantially
as described.

2. The combination of an anti-friction wheel,
F, with the transverse bolt I, and journaled
thereon, the roller-frame C 1), cap-plate B, and
center-pin A, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 17th
day of April, 1877.

ERNST HOFFSTAETTER. [L.s.]

‘Witnesses:

J. VAN SANTVOORD,
E. . KASTENHUBER.




