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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PETER MARTIN, of
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Fastenings for Trunks and
other Articles, which improvement is fully set
forth in the following specification and accom-
panying drawing.

This invention relates to fastenings which,
applied to a trunk, comprise a hook attached
to the lid of the latter, and a latch-lever ar-
ranged within a case on the body of the trunk,
and made capable of manipulation from the
exterior of the case to effect the engagement
and disengagement, or-either, of the hook and
lever.

The invention consists in a hook of novel

construction, in combination with the latch-
lever and means used to hold and manipulate
the latter, whereby on shutting the lid of the
Jdrunk with sufficient force, the latch-lever is
automatically released to engage with the
hook. -
Figures 1 and 2 are back views of the fast-
ening, showing the parts in different positions;
and Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section, on the ir-
regular line x #, of the. fastening, showing also
portions of a trunk to which the fastening is
applied.

A is the hook, arranged to project from the
one or lower edge of a plate, by which said
hook is secured to the closing margin of the
lid B of the trunk.

C is the case of the fastening, down within
which the hook A enters when the trunk-lid
is closed. Said case, which is secured to the
body D of the trunk on its upper front mar-
gin or portion, contains a<latch-lever, E, which
consists only of one arm or leg, so that a case
of contracted dimensions serves to provide for
its operation. This lever E: works on a pivot,
b, at its one or bottom end, and is formed with
a hook-shaped opposite extremity, ¢, which
engages with the hook A of the lid when the
latter is closed and the latch-lever is released
and thrown by a spring, d, acting on the back
of it, as shown in Fig. 2. Between the pivot
b and hook-shaped end ¢ said latch-lever is
formed with a swell, ¢, on. the same side or
edge as the hooked portion ¢.

G is a cam or stop lever, arranged to work
on an intermediate pivot or fulcrum, f, within
the case O, and so that its tail or outer arm
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projects through an opening, g, in the side of
the case. When the outer arm of this lever
is pressed downward, as shown in Fig. 1, its
inner or cam-shaped arm, which, during such
adjustment, has forced the latch-lever back,
bears on or against the swell e, and holds the
latch-lever in a disengaged position with the
hook A of the lid.

When the outer arm of the lever G, how-
ever, is reversed or thrown up, as shown in
Fig. 2, said lever ceases to bear on the swell
¢, and provides for the spring d throwing the
latch-lever E into an engaging position with
the hook A of the lid, and so that when the
lid is being closed the hook A will press back
the latch-lever E, to effect its subsequent en-
gagement by the action of the spring 4 when
the lid is fully closed.

The arrangement of the cam or stop lever G,
and of the single-armed latch-lever E, rela-
tively with each other and with the case, is
not only a compact one, and necessitates but a
contracted opening being made in any cover
that may be put over the trunk, but it has a
still further advantage. Thus, while the lever
G serves as a prop or support to hold the
lateh-lever disengaged, as shown in Fig. 1, it
is not arranged under the latch-lever, so that
by providing the hook A with a horn or ex-
tension, 4, the latter, on the closing of the lid
with sufficient force, will strike the lever G-
and move it from off’ the swell ¢, and so cause
the lateh-lever to automatically engage with
the lid, notwithstanding the latch-lever has
been left supported in its disengaged position
by the cam or stop lever.

‘When the parts are thus constructed it is
never necessary, in fact, to manipulate the le-
ver G from its exterior or outer end to liber-
ate the latch-lever.

I claim—

The hook A, constructed with a horn-or ex-
tension, %, in combination with the cam or
stop lever G, the case O, through one side of
which said lever projects, the latch-lever E, hav-
ing a swell, ¢, for the stop-lever to bear against,
and the spring d, essentially as and for the
purposes herein set forth.

PETER MARTIN.

Witnesses:
MIcHAEL RYAN,
FRED. HAYNES.



