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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLriaAm HENRY
AHRENS, of the town and county of San Luis
Obispo, and State of California, have invented
an Improved Cheese-Press; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings. _

My invention relates to.certain improve-
ments in presses, and I have shown it as ap-
plied to a cheese-press.

It consists of a frame with which the-board

“or platen moves up and down, carrying with it

the cheese or article to be pressed, with its sur-

. rounding hoop and pressing-board. The plat-
“en-frame is suspended from & lever which has

its outer end pivoted to an adjustable support,
and from its inner end a bar extends down so
as to rest upon the pressing-board, so thatthe
weight of the article to be pressed and the
movable frame serve to do the pressing with-
out additional weights, all as hereinafter fully
described.

The accompanying drawing shows & per-
spective view of my invention.

A is the frame of my press, and B is a
platen or supporting-board, which has a guid-
ing-frame, C, secured to it. The frame extends
up some distance above the board in the form

~of angle-pieces, which clasp the corner-posts,

and cross-bars at the top unite these posts, as
shown.

Arod, D, extendsfrom one of these cross-bars
to the other, above the middle of the platen B,
and alever, B, is pivoted upon this bar, so that
one end stands over the platen, while the other
extends out to one side of the frame. This
outer end is pinned to a vertical bar, F, so as
to be adjusted up or down, and the bar F is
supported npon an arm, G, at the bottom of
the frame A. The inner end of the lever B

has an arm, H, extending from it to a pressing
block or cover, I, which fits inside the hoop J,
surrounding the cheese.

Tt will be manifest that when the cheese or
material to be pressed is placed within the
hoop J with the cover I over it, the arm H may
be made to rest upon the top of this cover,
when the weight of the platen, guides, and
substance to be pressed will depress the platen
and frame. As the outer end of the lever Eis
stationary, the action will be that of a third-
class lever, and the weight will act upon the
arm H with great force, this, in turn, being
transmitted to the cheese itself. The action of
the press will be automatic, because the press-
ure follows on as fast as the material is com-
pressed, without any attention on the part of
the operator. v

A windlass-shaft, K, extends across the up-
per part of the main frame, and a rope, L, ex-
tends from this windlass to the lever K, at or
near its point of suspension from the rod D.
By means of a crank this windlass may be
turned, and the pressure taken off at any time.
It also serves to hold the arm T away from
the cover I until everything is in readiness.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire - to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— .

The combination of the movable platen and
frame B G, adjustable and pivoted lever E, rod
D, bar H, and adjustable support ¥, the sev- -
eral parts relatively arranged to each other
and the frame A, substantially as and for the
purpose deseribed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal. )

WILLIAM HENRY AHRENS. [L.8] -

‘Witnesses:

S, M. TURNER,
R. POLLARD.



