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To all whom it may concern : ,

Be it known that I, GARNETT R. BICKERS,
of Farmville, Prince Edward county, State o
Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Shoes and Fasteners; and
I hereby declare the same to be fully, clearly,
- and exactly described as follows:

This invention relates to that class of de-
vices used as a substitute for lacing in shoes;
and it consists in a shoe and fastener con-
structed as hereinafter described, and possess-
ing points of novelty indicated in the claims.

Various forms of buckles have been devised
for fastening the quarters of shoes over the
instep or at the heel, consisting, in the main, of
metallic plates firmly secured to one of the
quarters, and provided with suitable means for
holding the other. Asa natural result, the
buckle seldom oceupies a central position npon
the foot, and being generally curved to conform
to the shape of the foot at the place which it
should occupy, when displaced, isliable to cause
discomfort to the wearer, besides presenting an
unsightly appearance. The buckles referred
to, as a rule, are anything but ornamental, be-
ing evidently designed more with a view to
saving time and labor in fastening thé shoe
than to presenting a tasteful appearance, and,
being, in a word, strongly suggestive of ‘““har-
ness,” have never come into general use.

In my invention these defects are obviated
and other advantages secured. My fastener,
being securely attached centrally upon the in-
step, cannot become displaced; it is tasteful
in appearance, and securely retaing the quar-
ters of the shoe.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resents a perspeetive view of my shoe and
fastener; Kig. 2, a plan view of the fastener
closed; Fig. 3, a similar view of the same

opened; and Fig. 4, a vertical sectional view of .

the fastener, illustrating the construction of
the cateh and pin.

A represents a shoe having the quarters a o
- extended to form straps a’ «/, but otherwise of
the ordinary construction. *The fastener B

consists of a piece of suitable sheet metal,-

struck up into the form shownin the drawing,
and provided with a cateh, b, vertical center-
pin ¥, and hinge ¢. To the latter is secured
the covering-plate C, constructed also of sheet

-through the slot e.

metal. This plate may be tastefully orna-
mented in any desired manner, or may be
slotted for the insertion of a bow.,

The plate B is attached to the instep of the
shoe in any convenient manner, such as by
means of ordinary clinched eyelets, by stitch-
ing, or by having tangs struck from the body
of the plate, and subsequentlyinserted through
the vamp, but not through the lining of the
shoe, being bent between them in order to
retain the plate. The fastener may also . be
secured by means of the device illustrated in
dotted lines in Fig. 3. A strap is stitched to
the vamp of the shoe at the edges, as shown,
the strap having a hole in the center for the
insertion of the center-pin. The fastener is
simply slid mnder the strap, its pin passing
through the hole, whereby the fastener is re-
tained in place, but is made readily removable
when desired.

The pin ¥ is either riveted or soldered to

the plate B, and is preferably provided with a

head, as shown, in order more securely to re-
tain the quarters or strap. The cateh b is
formed simply by bending up the end of the
plate, as shown in Tig. 4, the hinge ¢ being
formed by bending up the sides of the oppo-
site end of the fastener in the same manner.
A rivet passing through the hinge retains thé
covering-plate C, which should press upon the
head of the center-pin when closed.

In attaching the quarters I make use of
one of the following means: A suitable slot-
ted piece of metal, d, being secured to one of
the quarters, the end « of the other is led
across the fastener, the center-pin ¥ passing
The end of the strap is
then passed through the slot f, pulled taut,
and secured to the pin ¥’ by means of the ap-
propriate hole g. The end of the strap is then
folded back and again attached to the pin, the
plate C being finally pressed down until the
catch b seeures it. T

A loop of the strap may be allowed to pro-
trude at one or both sides of the plate C, giv-
ing the appearance of a bow; or a veritable
bow or ornamental piece of leather or other
material may be attached, as described.

Instead of the deseribed construction and

means of attachment, both quarters may be
furnished with a line of holes, eyeleted or not,
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. the ‘pin W passing: through . the: mpploprnte
holes and retaining the (quarters.
Having thus de%rlbed Ny mventlon, What i
claim’as ‘new, and: desire to:secure: by Lettezb
“Patent; is——
1. A shoe having a fastener: attached to its
‘v oF tongue, the-said fastener being adapt-

ed to:directly seeure the quarters of the shoe,:

swhereby the lateral: displacement of ‘the fast-
ener‘or quarters is prevented, bﬂbSt&lltI&HY as
deseribed.

2. A shoe having its quarters: elongated to
form fastening - stlaps, in: combination with |-

a -fastener: :secured -10: the: vamp, ‘tongue, or
“frontof theshoe, substantially as described.:
3. In combination with the shoe A, the i‘lst

ener B, seeured to the vamp or tongus thereof, -

and: hm ingthe vertical:eenter-pin ' and cov.
ering- phte C; substantially as described.: .
4, In: wmbmatlon with: the fastener B, lnv

1ng pin b and plate: O, the .quarters ¢ a, pro-::

vided, respectively, with the. slotted plate d

-and slotned and: perforated s’cmp &'y substan-

tlally as: deseribed. ‘
.. 'The - fastener B, having ‘the catch b and
hmge e struck up from the body of the plate;

and: having the headed pind:and.plate C, sub- -

stantmlly 18- described.
7 GARNETT ROSS BICKERS.
Witnesses:
T, M. FARRAR,
WGy VENABLE.



