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To all whom it may concern :

Be it Ikmown that I, HELEN VICTORIA
HoLMES, of Chicago, in thé county of Cook
and State of Illinois, have invented a new
and useful composition or compound for use
in treating photographs, to make of them
opalliographs or translucent pictures or por-
traits, and a mode of applying the same; and
I do hereby declare that the following is such
a full, clear, and exact description thereof as
will enable those skilled in the art to which it
relates to make and apply the same.

My invention relates to that class of com-
. pounds which are used in the photographic

art; and consists of a mixture made of Can-
ada balsam and spirits of turpentine, in the
proportion of two equal parts of Canada bal-
sam to one part of turpentine, to be applied
to photograph - paper; and its purpose is to
render translucent the paper upon which pic-
tures or portraits are taken or printed by the
photographic process.

‘When prepared as stated, and thoroughly
mixed, the compound may be applied to any
ordinary photographic paper or picture printed
on such paper, by the ordinary photographic
process or otherwise, by spreading the com-
pound upon a flat glass plate of a size to corre-
spond with that of the pieture or its frame,

The face of the picture, or that side of the
paper upon which the picture is printed, is

" then placed against the glass plate and upon
the compound. The picture is then thor-
oughly rubbed down against the glass with a
linen. or soft cloth, a little spirits.of turpen-
tine being applied on the back of the paper
with the cloth, which serves to bring the com-
pound through the paper; and this renders it
50 translucent that the portrait can readily be
seen through the paper from either side.

If it is desired to remove the portrait from
the glass plate, it must be removed before dry-

“ing; but I prefer to finish the portrait on the
glass.

A portrait or picture treated with this com-

pound, by the process and in the manner I
have described, may be painted and colored
or shaded from or on the back, and finished
off in any style that may be desired.

‘When treated or prepared as described, the
portrait or picture presents a smoothness and
delicacy of finish that have not been hitherto
attained in the art. .

The effect of this compound tends also to
preserve the picture or portrait, and to pre-
vent it from fading. '

I am aware that Canada balsam and spirits
of turpentine have been used before, in com-
bination, for the purpose of rendering photo-
graphs and engravings translucent, and such
I do not claim, broadly; but I have found, by
long and careful experiment, that a solution
of the two ingredients, and only in the exact
proportions named-—when applied speecifically

as- deseribed, and in no other manner—pro- |

duces effects which can be secured by no vague
use of either or both ingredients, whether
combined in accidental proportions or applied
separately.

. Having thus described my invention, and
the method of applying the same, I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The compound, hereinbefore described,
for rendering photographs and photographic
paper translucent, composed of two parts of
Canada balsam and one part of spirits of tur-
pentine, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth. :

2. The process of producing opalliographs
or translucent portraits or pictures, when the
same are made translucent by means of a com-
pound consisting, essentially, of two parts of
Canada balsam and one part of spirits of tur-
pentine, applied substantially as and for the
purpose'set forth. ‘

HELEN VICTORIA HOLMES.

Witnesses:
JOHN H. WHIPPLE,
HENRY S. TOWLE.



