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'UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ALFRED 8. DICKINSON, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN CURTAIN-CORD HOLDERS.:

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 196,567, dated October 30, 1877; application filed
February 19, 1877.

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, ALFRED S. DICKINSON,
of the city, county, and -State of New York,
have invented certainnew and useful Improve-
ments in Shade-IFixtures, which improvements
are fully set forth in the following specification,
reference beinghad to the accompanying draw-
ings. o
The object of this invention is to suspend
the shade-roller on both ends with equal-
strained shade-cords, so that the roller is main-
tained in proper horizontal position, and that
it is mot liable to become suspended out of

" horizontal position by uneven stretch of the
suspension-cords on account of one of them
being longer than the other.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents afront view of a drop-shade suspended
according to my invention. Fig.2 isa central
vertical section of the same. Fig. 3 represents
a detached horizontal section of the central
roller cord catch or stops used with my im-
provements, Tig. 4 represents a side view of
a modification of the same; Fig. 5, a front
view of the same; Fig. 6, a top view of the
same, the block or roller-case shown bisected
in the direction shown by theline a b in Fig. 4.

A represents the shade-roller; B,the shade.
C O represent the suspension-cords, which
pass through the central roller-stops D D, and
from there over the guides or guide-rollers
E-E secured in the top corners of the window,
and from them said cords pass down.each to
the fixture F of each end of the roller, with
which they are properly secured. . At aproper
distance from the central stops D said cords
are firmly secured together, and from their

- junction one of the cords proceeds single, and
its end is attached to the loose end or bar of
the shade. : '

The roller A is provided with the spring for
winding, and with the stop-pawl, and the stops
G for the shade-bar, asusnal. Andone of said
stops G is attached to each end of the roller,
and is provided properly for securing the sus-
pension-cord of each end of the roller. The
stops D are arranged each equidistant (over
the guide-rollers) from the ends of the spring
or shade-roller A, so that the cord by which

the one end of the roller is suspended is of
the same length as the cord by which the other
end of theroller is suspended. By this means
the roller is not liable to settle with one end
lower than the other or out of horizontal posi-
tion, and causing, in consequence, the uneven
winding up of the shade. The portions of the
suspension-cords from the shade-roller ends to
their parts clamped in the catches being of
equal length, allow equal stretch and contrae-
tion of said cords.

The top portion of a block or frame, P, ex-
tends rearward under the top of the window-
frame, and terminates with vertical legs I I,
which have (as also the said part extending
rearward) proper holes for wood-screws, with
which said frame is firmly secured to the win-
dow-frames, as shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6.

The block or frame P is provided with a
central projection, J, and with two sockets,
one.on each side of said projection, which re-
ceive the stops or catches D. These stops are
made with a smooth round or roller surface,
H, and with a spirally - grooved surface, O.
The block or frame P is so arranged that the
stops are carried in an inelined position, their
rear ends being lower than their forward ends.
When the cords are slack they, by gravity,
slide from the smooth surface H to the spirally-
grooved surface O, and are wedged between
the grooved surface and the stops J, and there-
by the motion of the roller is arrested.

To each roller is provided, on the frame op-
posite the guide-rollers E, a guard, K, project-
ing down over the periphery of the roller a
short distance down from the top, in proper
lateral position with the catching portion of
the roller, to prevent the cord catching in pass-
ing from the guide-rollers toward the stop-
rollers, The forward part of each roller has
a circular flange, L, to guide the cord proper
over the roller.

It will be observed that the block, where
the pulley-stops D D are pivoted, is brought
from the rear of the frame a little forward of
the right-angular line from the guide-rollers E,
so that when the shade and roller A are being
raised to the top of the window, the cords
C G, by throwing the hand down, will readily
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clamp, and not chafe on the said roller and
shade.

‘What I ¢laim as my invention is—

The centrally-arranged cord-stops, having
roller-surface H and spirally-grooved surface O,
journaled in block or frame P, which is pro-

vided with guards X and with central projee- |

tion J, and arranged in inclined position, so as

~

to clamp by slacking the cords, in combina-
tion with the curtain, roller, corés, and guide- -
pulleys, substantiallyas and for the purpose

set forth.
ALFRED S. DICKINSON.
‘Witnesses:
E. O. TYLER,
B. F. KELLEY.




