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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Porrir LESSON, of
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Handles for Spoons and other
articles, which improvement is fully set forth
in the following specification, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 represents-a front view of a spoon
containing my improvement. Fig. 2 is a rear
view thereof. Fig.3 is a front view of the
same, partly in section. Fig.4 is a front view
of the blank composing the protecting-piece.
Fig. 5 is a cross-section in the line # «, Fig. 1.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in sheet-metal handles for spoons and
other similar articles; and it consists in pro-
viding the narrow solid portion of a sheet-
metal handle with longitudinal recesses in its
opposite edges, with which is combined a
sheet-metal strengthening-piece, bent around
the narrow part of the handle, and setting
within the longitudinal recesses, the edges of
said strengthening-piece being joined together
at the rear surfaces of the handle, all of which
will be more fully hereinafter set forth.

In the drawings, the letter A designates a
sheet-metal handle, having a strengthening-
piece, B, combined therewith. This strength-
ening-piece B extends lengthwise of the han-
dle A, and is formed, like the handle, of sheet

. metal, being bent transversely around the

narrow part of the handle, and being joined
at the rear surface thereof, as at b, Fig. 2.

For the purpose of securing the strengthen-
ing-piece B, I prefer to use solder; but it can
also be riveted or secured in other ways.

In the opposite edges of the narrow part
of the handle A are formed recesses a, of equal
length to the strengthening-piece B, and of a
depth equal to the thickness thereof, so that
these recesses are adapted to receive the
strengthening-piece. . .

‘When the strengthening-piece B is placed
in the recesses ¢, the same abuts against the
ends of the recesses, and thereby it is effectu-
ally prevented from shifting, while, at the

same time, it is brought flush with the edges
of the remaining part of the handle, and a
continuous unbroken edge is given to the lat-
ter.

In the example shown, the strengthening-
piece B is nsed with a bowl, C, so as to form
a spoon. On that end of the strengthening-
piece which is adjacent to the bowl C or its
substitute is formed a projection, D, the same
being formed by providing the blank compos-
ing the strengthening-piece (see Fig. 4) with
extensions D! D? at one end and at the oppo-
site edges thereof, so that these extensions
receive the handle between them, and form
the projection D, when the strengthening-
piece is fastened.

As before stated, the edges of the strength-
ening-piece B are joined on the lower side of
the handle A, and thus the projection D is
brought on said lower side thereof, and ex-
tends under the bowl C or other device, when
the strengthening-piece is fastened, and it is
secured in place by solder or other suitable
means.

It will be seen that by the projection D the
part or point where the handle A joins the
bowl C or its substitute is materially strength-
ened.

The object of arranging the projection D on
the lower side of the handle or the bowl C is
to leave the upper or concave part thereof
perfectly free, thus giving to the article the
best possible appearance; but, if desired, the
projection D may be on the upper side of the
bowl or its substitute.

In carrying out my invention I cut out
suitable blanks to form the handle A and the
strengthening-piece C, and then secure the
strengthening-piece to the handle before the
latter is struck up or bent to the desired shape.

It is obvious that my invention is applica-
ble to handles for forks, ladles, fire-shovels,
and a variety of other articles besides spoons,
and I do not wish to restrict myself to a han-
dle for any specific article.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

In combination with the narrow solid por-
tion of the sheet-metal handle, constructed
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with the longitudinal recesses a in its oppo-
site edges, the sheet-metal strengthening-piece
B, bent around the narrow part of the same
within the longitudinal recesses,and having its
edges joined together at the rear surface of
the handle, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 11th
day of September, 1877. .

PHILIP LESSON. |L.8.]
Witnesses:

W. HAUFF,
E. F. KASTENHUBER.
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