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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM T. MONEILL AND GEORGE A. LAMBERT, OF WORQESTER, MASS.

IMPROVEMENT IN IRON FENGE-POSTS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 196,816, dated November 6, 1877 ; applicatioﬁ filed
August 2, 1877,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, WiLL1AM T. MCNEILL
and GEORGE A. LAMBERT, of Worcester, in
the county of Worcester and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Sheet-Metal Fence-Posts;
and we declare the following to be a descrip-

tion of our said invention, sufficiently full,-

clear, and exact to enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
' ﬁca’mon, and in which—

Figure 1 represents a rear view of our im-
proved sheet-metal fence-post, showing por-
tions of the fencing-wires attached thereto.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the same. Tig. 3 rep-
resents, on a larger scale, a horizontal section
atline s x, 111ustmt1n0 the post as formed from
three sheets of metal. Fig. 4 is a similar sec-
tional view, illustrating the post as made from
two sheets of metal. Fig. 5 is a sectional de-
tail view, showing the manner of attaching the
fencing-wires to the posts.

The object of our invention is to provide a
cheap, strong, and durable fence-post, espe-
cially adapted for the support of wire fencmg H
and-the nature of our invention consists in a
sheet-metal fence-post constructed and ar-
ranged as hereinafter described, and in the
manner of attaching the fencing-wires, as set
forth.

In the drawings, A denotes the post. B in-
- dicates the earth in which the post is set. C
indicates the fence- connecmng loops, and D
the fencing-wires.

Our 1mproved post A is formed from thin
plates of sheet metal ¢ a! ¢, preferably tapered
toward their upper ends. The side plates a!
a® have their edges turned outward to form
flanges b 0/, thh flanges are placed against
the face- plate @, and the edges e ¢/ of the piece
o are folded over and locked down upon said
flanges b ¥, thus securely retaining the parts
together.

The rear edges of the side plates a' a® are
secured together by a similar joint, one plate,
a', being flanged at d, and the other plate, ?,
bemg folded over it, as at d'.

If preferred, the side plates a' a? can be made

in a single piece, as indicated in Fig. 4, the
rear angle being formed by aroll corrugatlon,
or bead, f; also, if des1red the JOlIltS at the
angles may have a double lock as at E, or be
rolled together, as at . ’

The folded or rolled edges form stiff ribs 1
along the angles of the post, extending from
the top to the bottom thereof, thus rendering
the parts very strong and rigid, while the tri-
angular form and upward taper also-aid in im-
parting strength and stiffness, so that posts of
the requisite strength can be manufactured
from comparatively very thin sheets of metal,
as No. 24 or 26 iron.

The fencing-wires D are strained parallel
with the face- plate @, and are secured to the
post at two positions by wire staples or loops
C, which embrace thewires D, pass”through
openm gs in the sideribs I, and have their ends
twisted together at the rear of the ribs, in the
manner illustrated in Fig. 5.

The wires D, being drawn across the ﬂat
face of the post and secured at two points, are
not liable to loosen the fastening by the
shaking of the wires by the wind, while the
posts are held from twisting by. actlon of frost
or otherwise.

The plates @ a' @ are preferably made
straight, but, if desired, can be curved, as indi-
cated in dotted lines, I‘1g 3.

The post, being made hollow and open at
the lower end can be driven into the earth B
without the necess1ty of digging post-holes,
except perhaps in very hard or stony places.

The plates at the top of the post may be
closed together or capped, and the entire post
tinned or galvanized after it is formed, to pro-
tect the plates and joints from the actmn of .
the weather. The galvanizing ortinning also
acts to fasten the joints, making the whole
complete as a single piece, so that there can
be no twisting of the post or movement of the
parts on each other.

Having described our improved fence-post,
what we claim as our invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. An improved fence -post, triangular in
shape, formed from one or more thin sheets of
metal, substantially as hereinbefore set forth.

2. The improved triangular fence-post made -
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from thin sheets of metal, and having longi-
tudinal ribs produced by folding or rolling the
metal, substantially as hereinbefore set forth.

3. The improved hollow metallic post for
wire fences, formed from thin sheets or plates
locked together at their edges, and galvanized
or coated with a complete metal surfacing by
immersion in the molten metal, both after the
post is formed, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

4. In a fence-post, the combination of the

plates @ a! @?, tapered vertically, and connected
at their edges and top, substantially as herein
described. -

‘Witness our hands this 24th day of Septem-
ber, A. D. 1877.

WM. T. MCNEILL.
GEORGE A. LAMBERT.

‘Witnesses:
CeAS, H. BURLEIGH,
EpwArp F. Bisco.
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