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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, WILLIAM H. STEVENS,
of Cold Water, in the county of Branch and
State of Michigan, have invented an Improve-
ment in Wheelbarrows, of which the following
is a specification :

The nature of my invention relates to an
improvement in the construction of wheelbar-
rows of that class known as “railroad” bar-
rows; having.for its object to combine great
strength and simplicity with facility for

“knocking down” for shipment.

- The invention consists, chiefly, in the com-
bination of the legs and braces with the tray,
arms, and bottom girt, as more fully hereinaf-
ter set forth.

Figure 1 is a perspective view. Fig. 21is a
side elevation. .

In the drawings, A represents the tray, rest-
ing on the arms B B, connected together un-
der the tray by a bottom board,d. C C are
the legs, bolted to the sides of the arms, with
extensions above the latter toreceive and sup-
port the front bBoard of the tray. C' (' are
braces, one at each side, bolted to the side of
each arm, with an extension above it to re-
ceive and support the back-board of the tray.
The ends of the legs and braces of each side
converge, and recéive between them a cross-
girt, D. A strap of iron, b, passes around the
foot so formed, the whole being secured by one

‘or more bolts.

It will be perceived that, by the use of
straight pieces of wood for the legs and their
upwardly-extending arms, by using a cross-
girt between the points of junction of the legs
and a strap of iron around the feet of the legs
and over the cross-girt, and by securing these
several parts with bolts, and by dispensing al-
together with mortises, I am enabled readily
to knock down my wheelbarrow and pack it
in a convenient compass for shipment, and
when received by any purchaser it can be put
together by an unskillful person. Inaddition

to this convenience, the legs, meeting in the
center and converging toward that point lat-
erally, mutually support each other against
the shocks which oceur in use, and, if one of
them is broken, can be. readily replaced at
a small expense. .

The position of the bearing or feet of the
legs under the center of the tray, while it is
sufficient to keep the same in proper position
when the legs rest upon the ground, enables
the laborer more readily to dump his load di-
rectly forward, as is often needed in railroad
work, at the same time the lateral converg-
ence of the legs at the bottom enables the la-
borer to dump the load sidewise. ~This central
position of the legs, acting as a convergent
fulerum, also enables the laborer, by bear-
ing on the handles, to raise the wheel, so -
that it can readily get into position upon the .
plank when the same gets out of place, or is
unusually high, and saves the labor of quitting
the handles and lifting the wheel by hand, as
is now practiced.

I am aware of the invention of John A, Gar-
ver, dated April 14, 1874, and reissued June
27,1876 ; but as said Garver does not describe
a wheelbarrow adapted to be knocked down,
or constructed with straight legs meeting and
uniting under the center of the tray, I disclaim
said invention of said Garver. °
. 'What I do claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A railroad - wheelbarrow adapted to be
kriocked down for transportation, and having
straight legs converging at the bottom and
meeting under the center of the tray, a con-
necting cross-girt and covering-straps [secur-
ing the legs and girt together, all constructed,
arranged, and attached together, substantially

[ as described and shown.

WILLIAM H. STEVENS.

Witnesses :
GEORGE FIRTH,
© M. MANSFIELD.




