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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEo. E. EBERHART, of
Cedar Falls, in the county of Black Hawk
and State of Iowa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Table-Leaf Sup-
ports ; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is afull, clear, and exact description there-
of, which will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same. . '

The invention consists in a jointed spring-
lever, hinged to the side rail and to the fold-
ing leaf of a table, and adapted to be straight-
ened out rigidly for supporting the . leaf hori-
zontally for use, and capable of folding upon
itself when the leaf is not in use and is let
down.

In the drawings illustrating my invention,
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the device with
the leaf extended and supported horizontally.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the leaf folded down,
showing the lever in position beneath the ta-
ble; and Fig. 3 is a plan view of the same,
looking from below the table-leaf when it is
extended.

The letter A designates the table-top; B,
the folding or hinged leaf, and C the side rail,
of the table. To the lower edge of this rail C
is hinged or otherwise jointed a forked arm,
D. E is a bar, having a longitudinal slot, F,
which bar-is secured hetween the arms of the

. forked piece*D by means of a pin, g, in said

piece D, passing through the slot I in the
bar. The other end of this bar is jointed be-
tween blocks or other pieces G, secured to the
folding leaf; or is otherwise hinged thereto,
and a spring, H, is so arranged as to exert its
force upwardly upon the bar,

In the instance illustrated, the spring H is
of wire, coiled about the pin b, used to joint
the bar to the blocks G, and having its free
end bearing upon the edge of the bar. The
spring H, arm D, and bar E constitute a jointed
spring-lever.

As is seen in Fig. 1, when the leaf is ex-
tended, the arm D and lever E are in line, and
their joints are such, when the two are thus
placed, as to constitute the said arm and bar
a rigid supporting-brace, capable of resisting
the downward pressure exerted by the weight
of and upon the leaf. o

It will be understood that the proper angle
for this purpose must be ascertained in ar-
ranging the lever.

In order to fold down the leaf, pressure
must be exerted upon the lever in the direc-
tion indicated by the course of the arrow in -
Fig. 1, when the joints will yield and the lever -
will fold up under the table automatically, as
shown in Fig. 2, the spring holding the parts
up and out of the way.

It will be noticed that, as the table-leaf is
raised to its horizontal position, the spring
acts to bring the lever into position automati-
cally, thus avoiding any direct manual inter-
ference or assistance in its operation.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of a hinged arm, D, a
slotted bar, E, and a spring, H, with a table
and its folding leaf, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. The forked arm D,hinged to the table, the
slotted bar E, jointed to said arm and to the
folding leaf of the table, and a spring bearing
upwardly upon said bar, the whole constitut-
ing a jointed spring table-leaf- supporting
brace, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

GEORGE E. EBERHART.
Witnesses: :

J. J. TOLERTON,
J. E. MARKLEY.




