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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JosgpH F. ROWLETT,
of Richmond, Wayne county, State of Indi-
ana, have invented an Improvement in Auto-
matic Draft-Guard for Doors, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification:

Myinvention belongs to the class of weather-
strip devices for doors in which a hinged me-
tallic strip is seeured at the bottom of the
door and forced against the carpet or floor by
impinging against an inclined plane on the
doorjamb in the act of closing,the door; and
the object of my improvement is to give to the
hinged plate and its operating devices such
construction as, in the first place, to enable
the entire attachment to be sold at any hard-
ware-store, and applied conveniently, without
the aid of a skilled workman, by any pur-
chager; and, in the second place, to so sim-
plify the parts as to provide for sale at the
very low rates apparently necessary for the
introduction of such devices. :

My invention consists in the employment of
a coiled spring inserted in a bored hole in the
bottom of the door and connected to the me-
tallic plate (for the purpose of retracting it
when the door is open) by a return wire cross-
ing at the bend over the upper end of the
spring, and having its lower ends bent under
the plate, the whole forming a simple and very
effective connection.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a door and jamb em-
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a section
through the bottom of the door and hinged
plate, at the point where the spring is located.
Fig. 3 is an elevation of the doorjamb, show-
ing the incline-plane plate against which the
hinged plate impinges, for the purpose of
making the hinged plate close the gap be-
tween the bottom of the door and the flpor.

" Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the under side
of the door, showing the construction of the
plate and its staples. Fig. 5 exhibits the man-
ner of connecting thé spring to the hinged
plate.

A is the door, and B the door frame or
jamb.

To attach my device, I remove the weather-
strip, which usually crosses the floor from side
to side of the door-frame, immediately under
the door, so that when removed the carpet

may pass uninterruptedly from one room to
another. This leaves a space between the
floor and bottom of the door for the reception
and operation of the hinged plate, and, when
attached, it operates, like others of this class,
to enable the door to swing without contact
of any of its parts with the carpet, except
when it is in the closed position, at which
point the plate is forced onto the carpet to pre-
vent drafts. :

C is the plate or weather strip. I perforate
it at two places, ¢ ¢, as shown, near one edge,
and insert into the bottom of the door the two
little staples, D, one prong of eachbeing linked
through the perforations of the plate, so as to
make a hinge without any attachment being
made to the plate, as would be necessary with
regular hinges. .

E is the incline plane, under which the plate
C strikes, and by which said plate is forced
down to the carpet. In place of cutting this
incline plane in the jamb of the door, I at-
tach it by aplate, B/, and wood-screws, and the
plate may, therefore, be adjusted in attach-
ment so as to make the plate C press on the
carpet with any degree of pressure. Iretract
the plate C by a coiled spring, F, and this I
insert in a bored hole in the bottom of the
door, the hole being preferably lined by a tin
tube, G.

To keep the spring in place, I attach a small
plate, H, to the bottom of the door, and the
top of the spring is bent across, and has a
bent wire, I, suspended from it, in the manner
shown, whose two shanks pass through the
spring F and plate C, and are bent at the
ends in opposite directions, as shown, to re-
tain plate C in the proper relation to the spring.

Having thus described my improvements,
what I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— .

In combination with the swinging plate C,
the coiled spring I and connecting- wire I,
the latter being passed over the spring and
bent under the plate C, substantially in the
manner and for the purpose specified.

In testimony of which invention I hereunto

set my hand.
_ JOSEPH F. ROWLETT.
Witnesses:
OLIVER B. RowLETT,
ALFRED H. HUBBARD.




