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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, SANFORD O. GOTHAM,
of Petrolia, in the county of Butler and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Compound for
Blasting, of which the following is a specifi-
cation: :

The nature of my invention consists.in the
combining or the incorporation of nitro-glycer-
ine with the compound hereinafter fully set
forth. ' o

The compound which I use in preparing my
blasting-powder is substantially as follows:
Chlorate of pofash, ten ounces; nitrate of pot-
ash, two ounces; powdered oak-bark, five
ounces. -

In the preparation of my blasting-powder I
take seventeen ounces of the above powder
and incorporate therewith thirty to thirty-five
per cent. of nitro-glycerine free from acid, and
work the same until the nitro-glycerine is thor-
oughly absorbed. After the compound has
been thus mixed it is to be sifted through a
fine sieve. It is, of course, understood that the
various ingredients must be thoroughly sifted
before they are mixed. S

T am aware that nitro-glycerine has been in-
corporated with various compounds, of which,
however, Aleppo orother foreign. ga.lis form the

base or a component part. Such galls are ex-
pensive and otherwise disadvantageous on ac-
count of the smoke caused by them, as well
as the evil effect upon the persous using such,
powder, and when exposed to the air it gets
hard and is very dangerous to handle.

The powder above described is compara-
tively cheap, causes no extraordinary ‘smoke,
and no evil effects on the persons using it.

I do not confine myself to the precise pro-
portions of the ingredients named, as they-
may, perhaps, be varied according to circum-
stances. ~ . )

" Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— _

The within-described compound for blasting-
powder, consisting of nitro-glycerine, chlorate
of potash, nitrate of potash, and powdered
oak-bark, in substantially the proportions de-
seribed, and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregomng as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two' witnesses.

SANFORD O. GOTHAM.

‘Witnesses:
Jas. F, DU HAMEL,
M. J. SULLIVAN.



