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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY VAN HOEVEN-
BERGH, of Elizabeth, in the county of Union
and State of New Jersey, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Parlor-Games, of

which the following is a specification:

Figure 1 is a plan view of a game-table con-
taining my invention; Fig. 2, a vertical lon-
gitudinal section thereof, Tig. 3 is a detail
face view, on an enlarged scale, of one of the
arches used thereon, showing the manner of
attachment. TFig. 4 is a top view thereof;
Fig. 5, a detail side view, partly in section, of
" one of the stakes, showing how it is fastened,
this figure being also on an enlarged scale.

Similar letters of reference -indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

This invention has for its object to provide
for various kinds of parlor games, such as ero-
quet, a table-cloth which, when put into place,
will constitute a perfect game-table, inasmuch
as the several arches, stakes, or similar pro-
jecting devices used in such game are inti-
mately connected with the cloth.

My invention consists inriveting, stitching,
or otherwise fastening the several stakes,
arches, or equivalent devices intimately to a
removable table cloth or cover, which, when
placed upon an ordinary dining-room or par-
Jor table, will at once produce a perfect game-
board, leaving the table to its customary uses
when taken off, as hereinafter described.

My invention also consists in a special im-
provement in the construction of the arches.

In the accompanying drawing, the letter A
represents a table cloth or cover, made of
cloth or other suitable flexible material, of
proper size and shape, and adapted to be
readily placed upon and removed from any
table on which it may be desired to use if, in
contradistinetion to covers which are made
permanent attachments of tables. To this
flexible cover A are intimately attached a se-
ries of arches, B B, and stakes C G or other
devices used in games more or less analogous
to the game of croquet. ‘

The stakes C, I prefer to attach in manner
shown in Fig. 5—that is to say, by a pin, a,
which is introduced. from below through the
cloth into the stake, an enlarged washer, b,
being interposed between the head of said pin

and the cloth; or the head of the pin may
constitute the enlargement represented by the
washer b.

Every arch B has at its ends projecting
ears ¢ d, which I prefer to place under the
cloth A, and which, by rivets ¢ ¢ that pierce
their ends, or. by prongs formed at such ends,
are fastened to the table-cloth, as shown. The
two ears d formed on each arch project ob-
lignely outward in opposite directions, as in
Fig. 4, so that they are thus not in the way of
a ball or object which may be aimed through
the arch. .

I am aware that ears projecting.at right
angles to the plane of the arch or wicket have
been previously devised, and this I do not -
claim; but my obliquely-projecting supports d,
being at a greater angle than ninety degrees
to the plane of the wicket, will never inter-
fere with the motion of the balls that enter
the wickét, which advantage is not enjoyed

by the wickets having supports at right an-

gles, as stated. : -

Instead of placing the ears d beneath the
cloth, as shown, they may be placed upon its
surface, or other mode of fastening the arches
and stakes to the table-cloth may be substi-

‘tuted. Thus the stakes may have & series of

projecting prongs, which are passed through

the cloth and clinched beneath or above it.
It will be seen that this table-cloth, when

put upon the table, will produce a perfect

-game-table, with all the stakes and arches in

proper position, as indicated in Fig.1. Ttis
always ready for immediate use. The inven-
tion is also applicable to carpets.

I claim as my invention—

1. In. a parlor-croquet, the arch B, made
with the obliquely-projecting ears d d, that ex-
tend in opposite directions at an angle to the
plane of the wicket larger than ninety degrees,
substantially as specified.

2. In combination. with the cloth A, the
arches B and stakes.C of a parlor-croquet
apparatus, secured to said cloth by ears and
rivets and a nail and washer, respectively,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

HENRY VAN HOEVENBERGH.

‘Witnesses:

F. v. BRIESEN,
JoEN C. TUNBRIDGE.




