W. GROSS

- Picture-Nail.
No. 197,513. : Patented Nov. 27, 1877.
Z p/ b,
A

 WITNESSES: INVENTOR:

/fé/f/@’; L Crst,
Z2 |




UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM GROSS OF NEW YORK, N. Y ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELI‘ AND CHARLES
ROMMELSBACHER OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVEM ENT IN PICTURE=-NAILS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 197,513, dated November 27, 1877; application filed
October 12, 1877.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM GROSS, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and Improved Plcture Nail, of
Whlch the following is a specification :

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a side view of my improved pie-
ture-nail, shown as driven into a wall; Fig.
2, a top view; and Fig. 3, a vertical trans-
Verse section of the same on line z z, Fig.

Tigs. 4, 5, and 6 are, respectively, side and
top views of ‘smaller sizes of nails, to be used
in case a stone or other hard body is struck
back of the plaster.

Similar letters of reference 1nd10dte corre-
sponding parts.

This invention has 1eference to an improved
picture-nail, which may be driven into the
wall without damaging the plaster, and which
is capable of supporting heavy pictures, look-
ing-glasses, and other objects in a perfectly
reliable and secure manner, without any dan-
ger of being dropped, as the nail is seated in
superior manner, and with large bearing-sur-
face in the wall.

The invention consists of a picture-nail
having a tapering shank, with broad base,

center. 1ib, and curved or ﬂarmg sides, termi--

nating in a point. The neck of the shank is
ey hndrlml for the picture-cord to rest thereon.
In the drawmg, A represents the shank of
my improved picture-nail, which is made of
triangular cross-section, with a broad base to
rest upon, an upper center rib, a, and concaved
flaring s1deq b, that form sharp cutting-edges
with the base and center rib. The shank di-
minishes in width and. tapers to the point B,
that is driven into the wall, the flaring edges
cutting gradually their Way into the plaster
in following the point. The center rib pre-
vents the lateral displacement of the nail.
The neck C of the shank A is of cylindri-
cal shape, to prevent any cutting or chafing
of the picture rope or wire, and is provided
either with a statlonary head, made in one

piece with the shank, or with an ornamental -
detachable head, that is screwed, in the cus-
tomary manner, onto thethreaded extensmn of
the neck C.

The picture-nail may be made in any re-
quired size, according to the weight of the
picture or other article to be hung, the large-
sized nails being driven right through the
plaster of the wall, across the space between
the laths, until penetrating one of the back
laths or the plaster of the same, as shown in
Fig. 1, in which case the rigid position of the
nail i 1s obtained, and the same rendered capa-

-| ble of resisting ‘a considerable strain, as it is

firmly supported at two points.

The smaller kinds are used in the custom-
ary manner, the broad base furnishing a
superior bearing-surface and firm suppmt
which is iner eased when the point of the nail
strikes against a stone or other hard body, as
the nail cannot then be moved out of place.

The hole formed by the nail is not larger
than that formed by a round nail, and hardly
noticed when withdrawn, as the shank pre-
vents the splitting and dropping of the plaster
below the nail, which forms one of the most
objectionable features of the present picture-
nails in general use. Thus a picture-nail with
greater bearing-surface and resistance to
strain is furnished, to which pictures, looking-
glasses, buwhets, and other articles may be
hung with a greater degree of security and
at less injury to the wall.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
I claim as new and des1re to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

A picture-nail having a tapering shank
with broad flat base, center rib, and cuttmg—
edges, terminating in a point, and a cyhndrl-
cal neck at the front part, to support the pic*
ture cord, and head subatzmtlally as specified.
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