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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES E. REEVES, of
St. Joseph, in the county of Buchanan and
State of Missouri, have invented a new and
valuable Improvementin Concealed Joints for
Buggy-Tops; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the construction and operation of the.

same, reference being had to the annexed draw-
ings, making a part of this specification, and to
the letters and figures of reference marked
" thereon. . . :

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of this invention in perspective ; and Fig. 2 is
a side view of the same.

This invention has relation to joints for con-
necting and operating buggy-tops; and it con-
sists in the construction and novel arrange-
ment of the extension-slide, having a looped
end and fitted by flat surfaces to the main
arm of the joint, the | -shaped handle, and the
mode of connecting the arms together and to
the bows, as hereinafter shown and described.

Inthe accompanying drawings, the letter A
designates the main arm of the joint, having
an expanded circular end, @, of half the thick-
ness of the arm at the concave shoulder b, and
designed to receive the similarly-rounded end
¢ of the short arm B of the joint, the two
arms being pivoted together by the rivet d,
which passes entirely throngh the jointends
a and ¢, which are countersunk on the outside
to receive the rivet-heads. Under the ex-
panded joint ends are the abutting shoulders
¢, which are located slightly above a line join-
ing the screw-holes f at the extremities of the
joint where it is fastened to.the bows. The
main rivet-joint 4 is therefore located consid-
erably above the line between said screw-holes;
and when the joint is straight, it is automat-
ically braced in position by the end pressure
of the bows. The bow ends ¢ of the joint-
arms are offset inward slightly, to clear the
bow when let down, as it is located on the in-

side of the top in a concealed position near
the springing points of the arches, usually
under the fringe.

The main arm A is made in two parts, so
that it can be extended to suit tops of different
dimensions. The shank portion & is straight,
and has a flat inside or contact surface, %, to
correspond with a similar flat contact-surface
on the slide or extension C. This latter part
has an end loop, I, which is passed over the
shank k, and a series of perforations, m, where-
by its adjustment is regulated, the shank and
slide being fastened together, when adjusted,
by suitable rivet or screw s, through a hole,
n, in the shank near its end. To the main
arm A, near the main joint, is attached the
I -shaped handle, D, which extends below the
fringe, and serves to pull down or push up the
joint, when necessary. This joint is designed
to Dbe.attached on the inside of the top, as
stated, extending from the back bow to the
next one in front of it, one on each side; and-
it ean be readily adjusted to sizes in use,
which vary according to the depths of the
seats and tops. ' '

Having described this invention, I claim as
my invention and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— ' ,

1. The buggy-top joint having theadjustable
extension or slide C looped on the shank # of
the main arm, the perforations m n, and fast-
ening s, substantially as specified.

2. The buggy-top joint consisting of the
short arm B and the looped extensible arm A,
having the downwardly projecting | -shaped
handle D, substantially as specified. '

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

JAMES E, REEVES.
Witnesses:

R. W. MUSSER,
JoBEN McCULLOUGH,



