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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiam W. WHIT-
CcoMB, of the city of Boston, in the State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain Im-
provements in Boots and Shoes, of which the
following is a specification:

The object.of my invention is to provide for

use, in the manufacture of boots and shoes, a

new upper part, by the employment of which
a great saving in the leather or other stock of
which the shoe is made may be effected in all
the upper parts, and by which the shoe is more
readily and perfectly lasted, and a more per-
fect fit secured, particularly at the hollow of
the foot. )

As ordinarily practiced, the vamp and guar-
ters of a shoe are so cut that the former may
be direetly stitehed to or upon the latter, and
in shoes with tie-straps the tie-straps are cut
as extensions of the quarters.

My invention consists in an intermediate
part adapted to occupy a position in the shoe
between two principal parts, (the vamp and
quarters, for example,) which principal parts,
when my intermediate part is employed, in-
stead of being so cut as to fit and to be stitched
to each other, are so cut as to fit and to be

" joined together by being stitched to said in-

termediate part. » :

I make said intermediate part of two thick-
nesses of leather of the same shape and size, fast-
ened together preferably by a line or lines of
stitching ator near the center, and the edges of
the principal parts being inserted between the
two thicknessesof leather composing the inter-
mediate part, the principal and intermediate
parts are stitched to each other by the neces-
sary lines of stitching, driven through the
three thicknesses of leather. 1 secure an
equally strong seam, wheén the intermediate
part is made of a single thickness of leather,

by stitching strips of leather upon the princi-

pal parts, near their edges, and in such po-
sition as to admit of the insertion of theedges
of said intermediate part within the pockets
thus formed upon the principal parts, the lines

of stitching by which, in such case, the prin-

cipal and intermediate parts are sewed to-
gether being also driven through three thick-

- nesses of leather.

Theshapeand size of said intermediate parts

vary according to -the style and size of the
shoe. Its shape is not material; butit is pref- -
erably cut goring in form, as shown in the

drawings. ‘ '

In certain styles—the shoe known as the
“French tie” and the low boot called the
“Alexis tie,” for example—I extend or pro-
long said intermediate part, formed of one or
oftwo thicknesses of leather, so as to form at
its upperextremity the tie-strap, or its equiva-

ent.

The advantages secured by the use of my
intermediate part are a great saving in the
leather or other stock of which the shoe is
made, the vamp and quarters being cut in less
irregular forms, and therefore with less waste,
particularly the quarters in those styles hav-
ing tie-straps, while my intermediate part,
which makes good the reduction in size of the
vamp and quarters, is cut from fragments of
leather or other stock of no considerable, if of
any, value. The shoe, moreover, when this in-
termediate part is employed, is more readily
and perfectly lasted, and a more perfect fit re-
sults at the hollow of the foot. Said interme-
diate part, when made of two thicknesses of
leather, may be employed to join together the
quarters of the shoe at the heel, and the line
of stitching at or near the center being omit-
ted, the counter of the shoe may be inclosed
within the pocket formed by the two thick-
nesses of leather composing the intermediate
part. , .

It is obvious that in any use of said inter-
mediate part, its two thicknesses of leather
are not necessarily, but they are much more
conveniently, fastened together prior to stitch-
ing the principal parts and said intermediate
part to each other. - = ]

In the description of the accompanying draw-
ings, Figure 1 is a sectional view of the inter-
mediate part described, made of two thick-
nesses of leather, with the two principal parts,
and stitched between the two thicknesses of
leather of the intermediate part. A isthe in-
termediate part; « and « are the two principal
parts. ' ' ,

- Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the intermedi-
ate part, made of a single thickness of leather,
ingerted and stitched within pockets formed
upon the principal parts. B is theintermedi-
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ate part; @ and &' are the twb principal parts,

and b and b’ are the strips stitched upon a and
« to form the pockets described. )

Fig. 3 is a shoe, showing intermediate part
A extended to form the tie-strap C.

Tig. 4 is a shoe, showing intermediate part
B extended to form the tie-strap C.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a Dboot or shoe, the intermediate part
A, made of two thicknesses of leather, and the
edges of the vamp and quarters of the uppers
joined together by inserting and fastening
them between the two thicknesses of the in-
termediate part, substantially as and for the
purposes hereinbefore set forth.

2. In a boot or shoe, the combination of the

intermediate part B with the pockets b and b, -
formed upon or near the edges of the two
principal parts of the uppers to be joined to-

- gether, substantially as and for the purposes ,

hereinbefore set forth.

3. In a boot or shoe, the intermediate part
A, extended to form the tie-strap C, or its
equivalent, substantially as described.

4. In a boot or shoe, the intermediate part
B, extended to form the tie-strap O, or its
equivalent, substantially as described.

WILLIAM W. WHITCOMB.

Witnesses : :
Wi, ASPINWALL,
IonN F. BARRETT.



