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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, CHARLES F. SYLVESTER,
of Brockton, in the county of Plymouth and
State of Massachusetts, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Fastenings for Boots
and Shoes, of which the following is a specifi-
cation: _

This invention relates to a fastening device
for boots and shoes; and consists in a fast-
ening device composed of an elastic strap, a
holding-piece having prongs to enter the shoe,
a Slotted end piece, and a hook-piece, the hold-
ing and end pieces having ears, which are
folded or shut upon the strap, and caused to
adhere thereto by means of burrs or equiva-
lent notches. _

Figure 1 represents, in top view, a fastening
device constructed in accordance with- my in-
vention; Fig. 2, a side view, and Fig. 3 an
under-side view, thereof; and Figs. 4, 5, and 6,
details, showing the holding-piece and end
piece and hook - piece as struck from sheet
metal and before they are bent into the form
shown in Figs.1 to 3.

The holding-piece is composed of a blank,
a, 28 shown in Fig. 4, it having an ear, b, and
two prongs, ¢ d, the ear to be bent under
and backward, to embrace between it and the
portion 2 of & the end of the elastic strap e,

while the prongs ¢ d are bent at right angles
from the position shown in Fig. 4 to that
shown in Fig. 2, so as to enter the upper or a
tab or strap of a shoe, after which the prongs
are clinched, as shown in Fig.3. At theouter
or free end of the strap e is an end piece, f,
composed of a plate having ears g » and’a

slot, 4. These ears ¢ h-are folded under th»

main part of blank f, so as to pinch and bind

the elastic band. These ears b ¢ k, when

folded underneath, are made to grasp the elas-

tic strap e (see Fig. 3) between themselves and

the main portion of each blank a or J; and

in such condition the ears are indented or-
punched, as shown at Figs. 4, 5, at I, to cause

the metal to project from the ears, 80 as to

engage and hold the elastic strap firmly. The
hook-piece j is composed of a plate havin ga
projection, &, which is subsequently folded, as

shown in Figs. 1 and 3, to form a hook, p, to
enter the slot ¢ of the end piece £, and of prongs
m m, to enter the strap of a low-cut shoe, or a
suitable portion of the shoe -upper. The

blanks are folded on the dotted lines.

I claim— :

As an improved article of manufacture, a
shoe-fastening composed of an elastic strap, a
holding-piece having an ear, b, and prongs ¢
d to enter the shoe, and slotted end piece hav- .
ing ears g k, and the hook-piece J, having a -
hook, p, and prongs m n,to enter the shoe, the -
ears being folded upon the ends of, and made’
to securely hold the ends of, the strap by
méans of burrs or indentations, all substan-
tially as described. =

The above specification of my invention
signed by me this 6th day of November, A.
D.1875. : '

C. F. SYLVESTER.

Witnesses:
EpwiN W. BROWN,
GEo. H. EARL.




