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To all whom it meay concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN MoWILLIAMS,
of Prairie City, in the county of Jasper and
State of Iowa, have invented an Improved Can-
Opener, of which the following is a specifica-
tion: .

The object of my invention is to provide a
tool that is equally well adapted for cutting
in straight or curved lines, as required, to al-
ternately open square or round cans.

It consists in combining a traveling fulerum
having one‘straight side and the other curved
with a straight cutter and a curved cutter, and
& suitable handle, as hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed.

Figure 1 of the drawing is a perspective
view, illustrating the construction of my im-
proved can-opener. « is the fulerum, having
one straight side and one curved side. b is a
perforated swell or ear on the top side and
longitudinal center of the fulecrum «, used as
a means of pivoting the fulerum between two
cutters attached to ahandle. ¢is a curved cut-
ting-blade, corresponding with and attached
to the curved side of the fulerum «. dis a
straight cutting-blade attached to the straight
side of the fulerum. The top ends of the two
blades are rigidly connected with a suitable
handle, g, by means of rivets, a ferrule, or in
any suitable way. & h represent enlargements
on the end of the handle g, that serve as fin-
ger-rests in holding and operating the tool,
and also as cams to restrict the motion of the
fulerum @ b, pivoted between the cutters ¢
and d.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view, illustrating the
operation of my can-opener when used to make
straight cuts along the straight sides of a

| square can. The curved side of the pivoted

fulerum is on the outside top edge of the can,
and the curved cutter projects downward at
the side of the can, and forms a guide for the
traveling fulecrum, which slides on the top of
the can. By vibrating the handle a shearing
motion is imparted to the straight cutter that
has penetrated the top of the can, and straight
incisions can be readily and successively made
to cut out squarely the top of the square can.

Fig. 3 shows the tool in a reversed position,
as required to cut a circular opening out of
the top of a round can.

I am aware that can-openers have been
made to cut straight incisions, and also cireu-
lar incisions, but not, so far as I know, with
one and thé same tool; and my can-opener is
adapted to cut a straight or a curved incision,
at pleasure, by simply reversing the tool in
the hand—anovel and advantageous improve-
ment.

I claim as my invention—

As an improved article of manufacture, a
can-opener composed of the pivoted fulcrum
@ b, the curved cutter ¢, the straight cutter d,
and the handle ¢ h, substantially as and for
the purposes shown and described.
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