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IMPROVEMENT IN KNIFE-CLEANERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 198,2%8, dated December 18, 1877 ; application filed
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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, JoEN T. CRONIN, of
Boston, in the county of Suffollkk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Knife-Cleaners, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact deseription, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, making part of this specification, in
which— ‘

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a knife-
cleaner constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
same with the rear portion of its top removed
and a device for cleaning forks swung up in
place ready for use. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal
vertical section through the cleaner,the parts
being in the position seen in Fig. 1. Fig. 4is
a transverse section on the line & # of Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 is a rear elevation.

My invention consists-in a box or casing in-
closing a pair of rubbers, between which the
blade of the knife is moved back and forth in
contact with the brick-dust, or other gritty sub-
stance employed for this purpose, one or both
of the rubbers being made adjustable by one
or more springs, whereby they are made to
vield and adapt themselves to,blades of differ-
ent thicknesses, aseparate rubber, especially
designed for cleaning forks, being employed,
if desired, and located at one end, or other
convenient part of the casing, and being ca-
pable of being swung or slid down to admit
of its being inclosed by the cover when not
required for use.

To enable others skilled in the art to under-
stand and use my invention, I will proceed to
describe the mannerin which I have carried it
out.

In the said drawings, A represents a rec-
tangular box or casing provided with'a groove,
a, near the top of each of its longitudinal
sides, for the reception of two portions, b ¢, of
a sliding cover, T. Within the front of the
box, and resting on its bottom, is a rectangu-
lar frame, B, composed of two strips, d ¢, of
wood with rubber springs f'interposed between
them, the upper strip d having a block of cork,
g, secured thereto, which forms one of a pair
of rubbers, ¢ &, between which the blade of
theknife, or otherinstrument, isreciprocatedin
contact with the brick-dustor other gritty sub-

stance, which is supplied to the rubbing-sur-
faces through holes ¢ formed in a rectangular
frame, C, composed of two strips, k[, of wood,
with a spring, m, interposed between them,
the upper rubber i being secured to the lower
side of the strip %, ang, together with the lower
rubber g, yielding on the entrance of the
blade, the employment of the springs f m ren-
dering the rubbers capable of receiving blades
of different thicknesses between them. The
upper rubber b is held down on the lower rub-
ber, against the resistance of its spring m,
by the portion. b of the cover T, whereby
the necessary friction is produced to clean
the blade as it is moved between them. The
brick-dust is placed on a platform or shelf,
D, located within the rear of the box, and is
fed through the holes ¢ in the upper rubber
and its frame by simply tipping the box down
in front, a portion of the brick-dust being car-
ried into the space between the rubbers by the
backward movement of the blade, which is
entered through an opening, #, in the front of
the box, a door, p, being provided for closing
this opening, when desired.

At the upper rear end of and within the

_box is hinged a transverse strip or block, G,

of cork, provided with grooves or recesses 7
for the reception of the tines of a fork, this
hinged strip of cork being first swung up by
hand, and kept in the position seen in Fig. 2,
by a transverse supporting-rod, H, which en-
ters holes in the sides of the casing, the fork-
cleaner being swung down within the casing,
and the cover being slid into place when not
required for use. The supporting-rod H, af-
ter being removed from its position beside the
fork-cleaner, is placed at the rear end of the
casing, between two staples, s s. (See Fig.5.)

Iis an opening in the rear end of the box,
near one of its lower corners, by which the
brick-dust may be emptied from the box, when
desired. The under side of the front of the
box is provided with a transverse cleat, £, which
is intended as a stop to bear against the edge
of a table, to keep the knife-cleaner in place
thereon.

The lower portion of the front of the cleaner
is provided with a projection, u, having ahole
through it,by means of which the cleaner may
be hung up on a nail or hook when notin use.




Theé rubbers g h may be of leather, rubber,
soft wood, or other suitable material, and one
or both of them may be provided with one or
more springs, if desired.

Should the holes 7 in the upper rubber be-
come clogged by the brick:dust,it may be read-
ily removed by passing a pin or rod down
through the holes 7 in the frame in line with
each other.

In order to tighten or better close tlie joints,
and prevent the brick-dust from working out
of place, I apply thereto  a packing of felt,
flannel, or other suitable material.

It is evident that the hinged fork-cleaner
may be dispensed with, and |the pair of rub-
bers gk be used for this purpose, and a sheet
of emery or an oil-stone may be placed on the
cover for sharpening | knife or other blades, if
desired.

‘What I ¢laim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—
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1. The rubbers ¢ &, one or both of which are
made to yield to accommodate blades of dif-
ferent thicknesses, the upperxubber being per-
forated to allow of the passage of the gritty
substance,in combingtionwith an inclosinghox
orcasing, A, provided with an opening, n, for
the entrance of the blade, and with a cover, T,
for holding down the npper rubber k, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

2. The auxiliary pivoted rubber G, held in
its working position by a removable rod or
pin, K, in combination with the inclosing box
or casing A, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth, | |

Witness my hand this 22d day of Novem-
ber, 1877.

JOHN T. CRONIN,

In presence of
N. W, STEARNS,
P. E| TERSHEMACHER.




