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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, CHARLES A. L. TOTTEN,
of the United States Army, have invented cer-
tain newand useful Improvementsin Business-
Message Tablets, &c.; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full clear, and exact de-
scription of the same, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it pertains to
make and use it, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, which form a part
of this specification.

My invention relates to reversible business-
tablets, for use of the business and private
community; and consists in making such tab-
lets or letter-sheets in three folds, and in fast-
ening the same by means of tongues inserted
in slits located in the crease between the first
and second folds. Any number of folds may
be used, but the slot must come in the crease
between two of them. _

My device comprises the whole class of mes-
sage-tablets—namely, such as are or may be
used for ordinary letter-writing, notes, drop-let-
ters, messages, dispatches, postal cards, sum-
monses, &c.

The valuable features of this invention are
the facility with which the fastening is made,
and its security when effected; also, the sim-
plicity of the tablet and (,heapness of its manu-
facture.

In order to distingunish between my inven-
tion and former message arrangements, I will
now specify and describe the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which like letters refer to corresponding parts.

T represents the tongue, which is slipped
into the slot S. L is the third fold, and will
cover both message and answer while n tran-

situ. A A’ and B B’ are the creases between
the folds, in the one of which, B B’, is found
the slot S.

Figure 1 represents one side of the tablet,
and Fig. 2 the reverse of the same. Fig. 4
shows the addressside of the same when folded
and secured, the tongue being shown dotted
in position. Flg 3 shows the back of the same
when folded and fastened, and shows the
tongue dotted. This is or may be always
blank, and so conceal the direct view of the
mebsawe and answer.

Fig. 5 represents a perspective view of the
card, the tongue being half slipped into place.

To use and fasten the same, write the mes-
sage and address, fold along the lines A A’
and B B/, so that the message is turned in,
slip the tongue into its slot, and it is ready
for the carrier.

The advantage of placing the slit in the
crease is manifest, it acting then similarly to
a hook, and, so to speak, fastens itself.

In the drawing I show the stamp of a postal
card on the middle fold; but, for convenience,
it may be placed with the address on either
fold.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A reversible business- message tablet, postal
card, or letter-sheet, having a tongue at one
end, and having three folds on the lines A A’
and B B, with a slot in the crease A B’, sub-
stantially as desecribed.

CHARLES A. L. TOTTEN.

‘Witnesses:

‘W. A. BARTLETT,
Or10 DE MOLL.



