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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, IRA W. MEAD, of Falls
Village, in the county of Litchfield and State
of Connecticut, have invented anew and valu-
able Improvement in Fifth-Wheels for Vehi-
cles; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description’ of
the construction and operation of the same,
reference being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to
the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon.

Figure 1 of the- drawings is a representa-
tion of a plan view of the fifth-wheel. Fig. 2
is a vertical section thereof, and Fig. 3 is a
front view of the same.

This invention has relation to improve-
ments in fifth-wheels for vehicles; and the
nature of the invention consists in certain
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
more fully set forth. :

In the annexed drawings, the letter A des-

ignates. an ordinary axle-tree, to the upper
part of which is rigidly secured a strong cir-
cular metallic plate, B, of suitable diameter.
This plate has upon its under side a diametri-
cal groove, @, in which the axle-tree aforesaid
is received, and which prevents the said
plate from rotating with reference to .the
same, :
O represents the fixed plate, having an an-
nualar flange, b, upon its under side, which fits
snugly over the edge of the bearing-plate B,
as shown in Fig. 2. This plate has upon its
front and rear a lug, ¢, to each of which one
end of a curved metallic brace, D, is rigidly
secured by means of a bolt, d, and a nut, e,
which brace passes under the axle A.

Plate O is held against upward displace-
ment by means of a bolt, f, having a broad
flat rectangular head, g, and extending
through registering-perforations in the plates
B C, the axle, and brace D, and upon the lower
projecting end of which a nut, d, is applied.

The head of this bolt is recessed into the-

plate O, and its upper surface is flush there-
with, :

G G represent two spaced pillow - blocks,
cast with the plate C, and arranged one at
each side of the center of said plate, at right
angles to the length of the vehicle and par-
allel to each other. These blocks receive be-
tween them the rocking eradle H, to which the
vehicle-springs are secured, the said cradle be-
ing attached to the said blocks by means of
the reach I, the rounded front end of which
extends through registering perforations in
the blocks and cradle, and is prevented from
withdrawing therefrom by means of a nat, #,
applied upon its projecting front end. As
shown in Fig. 2, the bottom of the cradle H
does not bear upon the plate C. The cradle
and reach are connected by a metallic bolt, m,
extending vertically through them, which
prevents the reach from turning axially in the
blocks, but allows it axial motion to the ex-
tent of the rocking of the cradle-plate, by
which means the reach is prevented from be-
ing twisted when one of the wheels descends
into & rut. The brace being secured to the
fixed plate front and rear, and being under
the axle-tree, the king-bolt is prevented from
undue strain.

The flange upon the fixed plate C, fitting
snugly upon the edge of the movable plate,
prevents sand or other foreign matter from
getting between the said plates and caus-
ing undue wear.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

“The combination, with the plate B and
flanged top plate C of a fifth-wheel, of the pil-
low-blocks G G/, formed on the upper part of
plate C, the vibrating cradle-block H, the
reach I, nut », and bolt m, the whole con-
structed and arranged substantially as herein
deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence

of two witnesses.
TRA W. MEAD.
‘Witnesses :
M. A. DEAN;
C. BROWN.




