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To all-whom it may concern: . . i,
Be it known that I, WiLriAM H, BENNETT,
“of the city, county, and State. of New- York,
hayve invented certain new and useful Tmprove-

' ments in Combination Blotting-Pads, of which

the following is a specification:

. This invention relates to that class of arti-
cles of desk-furniture. known as ¢ Dblotting-
pads;” and in the present instance it consists
in the provision of a light metallic body or
frame, which is arranged to carry and protect
the blotting-paper, and, in addition thereto,
also has attached to one face a detachable
rule, which may have cut upon its face a se-
ries of scales for purposes of measurement, all
of which combination .of parts will be herein-
after fully set forth and described.

- In the drawings, which form an essential
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a plan
view of an apparatus in which my invention is
fully embodied. TFig. 2 is a reverse view of
Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on
line # # in Fig. 1,-and: Fig. 4 is a front view
taken on line » » in Fig. 1.

The same reference-letters marked on the
several figures of the drawings will designate
corresponding parts. ‘

The object of this invention is the produc-
tion of a combination blotting-pad that shall
be-cheap in construction, strong and service-
able in use, be capable”of carrying one or
more sheets of* blotting -paper on its lower
face, which sheet or sheets may be quickly in-
* serted, reversed, orwithdrawn, and providedon

. itsupper face with-asmooth surfaceforthe hand

..of the writer to rest upon when the apparatus
is in use, and also arranged to carry a detach-
able rule, which may have cut upon its face a
scale, making it of additional value for meas-
urement purposes. _ o

A represents the body or frame of the ap-
paratus, which may be formed from any suit-
able sheet metal. ‘Both ends of this body are
turned over and inwardly-on its lower face,
forming flanges or lips a-and o', .

B and B’ are two narrow arms or clamps,
made from thin sheet metal, and soldered or
otherwise affixed to the upper face of the body
A, the outer edges of both being nearly par-
allel, as shown in Fig. 1. , -

C is the detachable rule, also formed from
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isheet: metal, and shaped substantially as
‘shown: best in Fig, 3,having two wings, band
.¢ythe lower wing ¢ being inserted between the
face of the body A and the arms or clamps B
and B/, such arms pressing down upon it and
confining it in place as adjusted. This rule
may have a scale, g, cut upon its upper face,
a8 shown in Fig. 1.

D is a small knob or handle attached to the
face of the body A at its left-hand end, fur-
nishing a ready means by which the appara-
tus is moved and controlled by the left hand
of the operator when it is in use. A ring, E,
is affixed to the right-hand end of the appara-
tus, furnishing a means of suspending it to a
hook when not in use.

- Centrally on the lower face of the body A,
and between it and the lips ¢ o/, a metal stop,
d, is attached, which may be V-shaped, as
shown in Fig. 2, or of any other suitable shape
that will answer the purpose. This stop d
may be.attached to both lip ¢ and body A, or
to either alone, as may be preferred.

F represents the sheet or sheets of blotting-
paper, each end of which has a small piece, 7,
cut therefrom,leaving an opening correspond-
ing to the shape of the stop d, but slightly
larger. The blotting - paper, thus provided
with openings #, is inserted under the lip & at
one end, and bent until the other end will
slip under the lip at the opposite end, when it
settles into its position. Jt is obvious that,
after the blotting-paper is thus inserted, it
cannot escape or move laterally, as the stops
d prevent such tendency.

‘When the apparatus is used, the rule O is
detached, and the hand of the writer rests ap-
on the smooth surface of the metal face of
body A, and, when removing surplus ink, is
lifted by the handle D, and pressed upon the
paper by the right hand, the same as with or-
dinary sheets of blotting-paper. The sheet
metal being thin, no perceptible difference
while writing can be detected.

This method of using the blotting-paper
preserves one face perfectly clean, which is
afterward brought into use by simply revers-
ing it. This is quite an item, for the reason
that good blotting-paper is quite costly and
quickly destroyed on both faces—on the one

by ink, on the other by the hands of the writer.




The attaching of the rule C to the body A

gives perfect control thereof, insuring its
steadiness when used.
. In some cases I propose to affix or cut up-
on the upper face of the body A a scale of
inches, such scale being located on either lon-
gitudinal face.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new is—

1. The flat body A, both ends of which on
the lower face are provided with lips a ¢’ and
stops d, all arranged and applied as and for
the purposes substantially as herein shown
and set forth.

2. The combination of the body A, having
lips a o/ and stops d on its lower face,and the
sheet of blotting-paper F, provided at eachend
with openings %, arranged and applied as and
for the purposes as herein shown and set forth.,
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*3. The combination of the body A,provided
on its upper face with clamping-arms B and
B/, or their equivalent, and the detachable
rule C, which may or may not be provided
with a scale on its upper face, the two ar-
ranged and operating as and for the purposes
substantially as herein shown and set forth.

4. The combination,in a blotting-pad, of the
body A, having lips @ and «’, provided with
stops d, sheet of blotting-paper F carried
thereby, the upper face of such body A carry-
ing clamping-arms B and B’ and handle D,
and the rule C, all combined, applied, and
operating as and for the purposes as herein
shown and set forth.

‘WILLIAM H. BENNETT.
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