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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that 1, DARIUS ALGER, of the
city and county of Providence, State of Rhode
Island, have invented certain’ new and useful
Improvements in Horseshoes; and I hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification.

Figure 1 represents a vertical section of a
horse’s foot proyided with my improved shoe.
Tig. 2 is a horizontal view, showing the horse-
shoe in section at-the toe and the curved ends
at the heels; as. also the curved line of the

"lower surface, by-which a certain amount of

. elasticity is secured. Tig. 3 is a top view of
my improved horseshoe, showing the outward-
dy-beveled surface and the inwardly-beveled
surface, as also the location of the nail-holes.
Fig. 4 is a view of the bottom of the horse-
shoe, 4 :

The object of the invention is to provide a
horseshoe which will fit closely to the crust of
the foot, and which will gradually widen the
foot, and, by relieving the pressure on the
bone in the foot connecting with the leg, cure
lameness, and also relieve the softer portion
of the foot from pressure, and prevent corns
or other injury.

The invention consists in providing a horse-
shoe with an outwardly-beveled surface or
margin, to fit the crust of the foot and sustain
the weight, an inwardly-sloping beveled sur-
face, to prevent contact with the inner and
softer portion of the foot, and a curved heel,
as will be more fully set forth hereinafter, and
pointed out in the ¢laim. ’

In the drawings, A represents the foot; B,
the shoe; C C, an outward and downward
beveled surface on the outer edges of the shoe,
the angle of which is greatest at the heel, and,
diminishing, ends at the toe in a level surface.
On this outer beveled surface C C the crust of
the foot at the quarter and toe is made to fit
closely, so as to support the weight on the
crust, it being the hard, durable, and natural
support of the foot, adapted to withstand the
wear and sustain the weight without injury;
and as the surface C is beveled outward most
at the heel and least at the toe, the wearing
of this shoe widens the foot by spreading the
crust; and as the principal cause of lameness

is the contraction of the crust, causing press-
ure on the lower bone of the leg in the foot,
the spreading of the crust and widening of the
foot relieves this pressure and cures lameness.

d is the toe end of the shoe; £, the inner bev-
eled surface, arranged to leave some space
between the shoe and the softer portion of the
foot, which space soon fills with earth, main-
taining a moist condition of the foot, keeping
the pores open, preserving the foot in healthy
condition, relieving the inner part of the foot
from pressure, and preventing corus, sores,
aid other foot diseases.

E E are the heel ends of the shoe, which are
curved downward, as is shown in Tigs, 2 and
3, and do not come in contact with the foot.
The shoe is slightly curved, as is shown in
Fig. 2, and this, with the curved heels, allows
a certain amount of spring to the shoe, which
softens the sudden shocks incident to the
placing of the foot.

It will be observed, on examining Fig. 3,
that the upper surface of my improved horse:
shoe presents a raised central ridge, from-
which the outer surface slopes downward most
at the heels and less toward the toe, and that
three nail-holes are placed on each quarter,
near the toe. The wearing of the shoe grad-
ually spreads the crust and widens the foot,
and, by removing the cause of lameness, cures
the same. I'rom time to time the shoe should
be removed and spread at the heels, and care-
fully refitted to the foot until the foot is of
sufficient width, when the usual horseshoe
may Dbe again used. -

I donot claim making horseshoes with an
outward and inward bevel, and the heel ends
turned inwardly to support the frog.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A horseshoe having an outward bevel, C,
running around the surface, deeper at the heel
ends than on the toe, with a gradual slope,
and an_interior bevel, 7, the heel ends B E
rounded off, and arranged to support the foot
at the counters, and not at or near the frog,
substantially as and for the purpose desecribed.

DARIUS ALGER.
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JOSEPH A, MILLER,
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