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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, THoMAS P. CLINES, of
Louisville, in the county of Jefferson and State
of Kentucky, have invented a new and Im-
proved Bridle Attachment, of which the fol-

‘lowing is a specification:

Intheaccompanying drawin gs, forming part
of this specification, Figure 1 represents a
perspective view of my improved bridle at-
tachment, and Fig. 2 is a detail view of the
spring-eonnected pads for closing the nostrils
of the horse.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The object of this invention is to furnish an
improved safety bridle attachment for pre-
venting horses from running off through
fright or other causes, and bringing them to
a stop when in the act of running off,

The attachment may be used for curing
runaway horses, and as a safety device when
driving or riding spirited horses.

The attachment is based on the principle of
preventing the horse from breathing for the
time during which itis applied,and of quickly
taking it off, so as to relieve the horse without
any possibility of injuring him by use.

The invention consists of a safety attach-
ment to bridles, consisting of pads that are
connected laterally by a spring-band hung by
suitable straps to the head-gear of the bridle,
and applied or released simultaneously by
means of suitable cross-straps and reins.

Referring to the drawings, A represents
two pads, that are attached to the ends.of a
lateral spring-piece, B, which is made of
leather stiffened by a steel spring, as shown
in Fig. 2, '

The pads are made of soft material, and of
such a shape and size as to close the nostrils
of the horse when applied to the same.

The lateral spring-piece B serves to keep
the pads at a sufficient distance from the nos-
trils when not in use, and to return them into
this position after use. .

The spring-piece and pads are hung by
short straps C to the bridle,just above the bit-
ring. ‘

To the outer side of each pad A is attached
a round strap, D, that passes down and be-
hind the jaws from each side, and crosses
with the strap of the other pad in a ring, E,
which may be fastened to the bit-ring or bit,
or to any other convenient place close to the
jaw,

The crossing straps D connect, by snap-
hooks at their rear ends, with lines F, which
run back and through the saddle-studs in
such a manner that when brought-into use the
lines F tighten the pads on opposite sides
thereto. The lines F are made of equal
length, and draw thereby both pads at the
same time.

After the lines F have passed through the
saddle-studs they are buckled to a lateral con-
necting-strap, F’, to which a rein, G, is at-
tached. Therein G passes back to the driver,
or may be used for hitching, so that when the
horse is standing and the reins G are fast.
ened to a post, as soon-as he moves forward
beyond his limit the pads are applied to the
nostrils, exerting a pressure on the nose which
will compel the horse to step baek to relieve
himself,

In case the horse gets frightened and runs
off, the rein G is drawn back, and thereby, by
the lines ¥ and cross-straps D, the pads are
drawn down upon the nostrils, completely
preventing the horse from breathing, so that
he will come at once to a stop.

‘When the safety-reins are relaxed the pads
are instantly removed by the spring-piece B,
and brought back into their former position
at some distance from the nostrils.

The safety attachment is operated with
great facilify,and farnishes a means by which
a lady even may fully control a lively or spir-
ited animal.

The device may be used with horses under
saddle as well as with those attached to ve-
hicles, they being thereby brought absolutely
within the control of the rider or driver, so
that accidents by runaway or unruly horses
are obviated to a considerable extent,

Having thus described my invention, I claim

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— »
As a safety attachment to bridles, the com-
bination of pads A,attached to a lateral spring
bridge or band, B, and hung to the head-gear
of the bridle, with cross-straps D, ring E, lines
F F', and rein G, arranged substantially as
and for the purpose specified.
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