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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE M. HOTCHKISS, OF NEW HAVEN, AND JOHN A. CLINTON, OF WEST
HAVEN, CONN ECTICUT; SAID CLINTON ASSIGNOR TO SAID HOTCHKISS.

IMPROVEMENT IN BUCKLES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 199,068, dated January 8,1878; application filed
- October 17, 1877, :

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, GEORGE M. HorcH-
K188, of the city and county of New Haven,
and State of Connecticut, and JouN A, CLIN.
TON, of West Haven, in the same county and
State, have invented a new and Improved
Buckle for Suspenders and other Articles; and
we do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference beinghad to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification.

This invention consistsinabuckle composed,
as hereinafter described, of a single piece or
without any movable parts, and having teeth
80 arranged upon it as to hold securely the
suspender orotherarticle which passes through
it without the aid or need of a movable tongue.

Figure 1in the drawings is a face view of
the buckle. Fig. 2is a perspective view of
the same, showing application to a suspender;
and Fig. 3is alongitudinal section correspond-
ing with Fig. 2. )

The buekle is composed of a frame, A B G
C, made of sheet metal or other material, hav-

[ing provided in it two transverse slots or open-

ings, « b, separated by a stationary transverse
bar, ¢. The inner edge of the part A of the
frame has provided on it teeth d d, the points
of which are turned slightly backward from
the plane of the frame, and the bar ¢ has on the
edge which is farthest from the part A teeth
¢ ¢, the points of which are turned slightly for-
ward from the plane of the frame. The part
B of the frame is represented as provided with

- & hook, 7, for the button-hole tab or tabs D D

of the suspenders; but it may be otherwise
constructed to provide for such attachment, or
for the permanent attachment of one of any

two pieces or straps to be connected together
by the buckle.

The main strap E of the suspender, or that
one which is to be adjustable of any two straps
or pieces to be connected by the buckle, has
its end g passed through the slot or opening
a from the back of the frame, and afterward
Passed in the opposite direction through the
slot or opening b, and behind the part B of
the frame. The said strap is free to slide
through the buckle when taken hold of by the
end g and drawn in the direction of the ar-
rows shown in Figs.2 and 3; butwhen a strain
or pull on the strap comes in the .opposite di-
rection, both the teeth d d on the portion A of
the frame and those ¢ ¢ on the bar ¢ are made
to indent themselves into the strap and hold
it securely,

‘We have described the buckle as made of a
single piece; but, of course, it might be made
of two or more pieces, rigidly united, so as to
form practically a single piece having no mov-
able parts. The cheapestand best way to make
it is by punching it as a whole piece out of
sheet metal,

‘We claim—

The buckle composed of the frame A B C O
and the cross-bar ¢, the top bar A of the frame
having teeth d d d,inclined inwardly, and the
Ccross - bar ¢ having a plain upper edge and
teeth ¢ e ¢, inclining outwardly from its lower
edge, the whole constructed of a single piece
of metal, substantially as set forth.

GEORGE M. HOTCHKISS.
JOHN A. CLINTON.
‘Witnesses:
Davip K. ANDREWS,
Prirre Ponp.




